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PREFACE 


how much they have been impos'd upon in 
the former ridiculous and extravagant 
Accounts which have been put upon the 
World in what has been publiſh'd already. 
It has been enough to the Writers of 
this Man's Life, as they call it, that they 
could put any Thing together, to make 4 
kind of monſtrous unheard of Story, as ro- 
mantick as the Reports that have been 
ſpread about of him ; and the more thoſe 
Stories appear'd monſtrous and incredible, 
the more ſuitable they ſeem'd to be to what 
the World would have been made to expect 
of Captain Avery. 
. There 


\ 


iv The PREFACE. 


There is always à great Difference be- 
tween what Men ſay of themſelves, and 
what others ſay for them, when they come 
to write Hiſtorically of the Tranſaftions 
of their Lives. 

The Publiſher of theſe Letters recom- 
mends this Performance to the Readers, to 
make their Fudgment of the Difference 
between them and the extravagant Stories 
already told, and which is moſt likely to be 
genuine; and, as they verily believe theſe 
Letters to be the beſt and trueſt Account 
of Captain Avery's Piracies, that ever 
has or ever will come to the Knowledge 
of the World, they recommend them as 
ſuch, and doubt not but they will anſwer 
for themſelves in the Reading. 

The Account given of Captain Avery's 
taking the Great Mogul's Daughter, ra- 
viſbing and murdering her, and all the 
Ladies of her Retinue, us ſo differently 
related here, and ſo extravagantly related 
before, that it cannot but be a Satisfa- 
ction to the moſt unconcern'd Reader, to 
find ſuch a horrible Piece of Villainy as the 


other was ſuppos'd to be, not to have been 


committed in the World. 
On 
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On the contrary, we find here, that ex- 
oept plundering that Princeſs of her Jewels 
and Money to a prodigious Value, 4 
Thing which, falling into the Hands of 
Freebooters, every one that had the Miſe 
fortune to fall into ſuch Hands would 
expect. But, that excepting this, the 
Lady was wſed with all the Decency and 
Humanity, and, perhaps, with more than 
ever Women, falling among Pirates, had 
found before; eſpecially confidering that, 
by Report, ſhe was a moſt beautiful and 
agreeable Perſon herſelf, as were alſo 
ſeveral of thoſe about her. 
The Booty taken with her, tho infinitely 
great in itſelf, yet has been ſo magnify'd 
. beyond common Senſe, that it makes all 
the reſt that has been ſaid of thoſe Things 
ridiculous and abſurd. | 
The like Abſurdity in the former Re- 
lations of this Matter, is that of the 
making an Offer of I know not how many 
Millions to the late Queen, for Captain 
Avery's Pardon, with a Petition to the 
Queen, and her Majeſty's negative An- 
ſwer ; all which are as much true as his 
being Maſter of ſo many Millions of Mo- 
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ney, which he nor his Gang never had; 
and of his being proclaim'd King of Ma- 
dagaſcar; marrying the Mogul's Daugh- 
ter, and the like : And, by the Bye, it 
was but ill laid together of thoſe who 
publiſh'd, that he firſt raviſh'd her, then 
murder d her, and then marry'd her ; all 
which are very remarkable for the re- 
commending the Thing to thoſe that read 
it. 

If theſe Stories are explain'd here, 
and duly expos'd, and the Hiſtory of Cap- 
tain Avery ſet in a fairer Light, the End 
i anſwer d; and of this the Readers are 
to be the only Fudges : But thu may be 
aid, without any Arrogance, that this 
Story, ſtripp'd of all the romantick, im- 
probable, and impoſſible Parts of it, looks 
more like the Hiſtory of Captain Avery, 
than any Thing yet publiſh'd ever has 
done; and, if it us not prov'd that the 
Captain wrote theſe Letters himſelf, the 
Publiſher ſays, None but the Captain him- 
ſelf will ever be ableto mend them. 
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ck, of my unhappy tho ſucceſstul Ad ven- 


King of PIRATES. 


OU may be ſure I receiv'd with 
Reſentment enough the Account, 
that a moſt ridiculous Book, en- 
titled, My Life and Adventures, 
been publiſh'd in England, bein 
| = ly aſſur'd nothing of Truth cou 

contain'd in ſuch a Work; and tho it may be We, 
that my extravagant Story may be the proper 
Foundation of a Romance, yet as no Man has a 
Title to publiſh it better than I have to expoſe 
and contradict it, I fend you this by one of my 
particular Friends, who having an Opportunity of 
returning into England, has promisd to convey it 
faithfully to you; by which. at leaſt, two Things 


mall be made good to the World firſt, that they 


ſhall be ſatisty'd in the ſcandalous and unjuſt 
Manner in which others have already treated me, 
and it ſhall give, in the mean Time, a larger Ac- 
count of what may at preſent be fit to be made 
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I ſhall not trouble my Friends with any Thing 
of my Original and firit Introducticu into the 
World, I leave it to you to add from vourtelt 
what you think proper to be known on that 
Subject; only this I enjoin you to take Notice of, 
that the Account printed of me, with all the Par- 
ticulars of my Marriage, my being defrauded, and 
leaving my Family and native Country on that 
Account, is a meer Fable and a made Story, to 
embelliſh, as the Writer of it perhaps ſuppos'd, the 
reſt of his Story, or perhaps to fill up the Book, 
that it might ſwell to a Magnitude which his 
barren Invention could not ſupply. 


In the preſent Account, I have taken no Notice 
of my Birth, Infancy, Youth, or any of that Part; 
which, as it was the moſt uſeleſs Part of my 
Years to myſelf fo tis the moſt uſeleſs to any 
one that ſhall read this Work to know, being 
altogether barren of any Thing remarkable 1n it 
or inſtructing to others: It is ſufficient to 
to let the World know, as above, that the 
er Accounts, made publick, are utterly falſe, 
af to begin my Account of myſelf at a Period 
which may be more uſcful and entertaining. 


It may be true, that I may repreſent ſome Par- 
tieulars of my Life, in this Trac, with Reſerve, or 
Enlargement, ſuch as may be ſufficient to conceal 
any Thing in my preſent Circumſtance that 
ought to be conceal'd and reſerv'd, with Reſpect 
to my own Safety ; and therefore, if on Pretence 
of Juſtice the buſy World ſhould look for me in 
one Part of the World when I am in another, 
ſearch for my new Kingdom in Madagaſcar, and 
ſhould not find it, or {earch for my Settlement 
on one Side of the Iſland, when it lies on another, 


they muſt not take this ill; for Self-preſervation ad 
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being the ſupreme Law of Nature, all Things of 


this Kind muſt ſubmit to that. 

In Order then to come immediately to my 
Story, I ſhall, without any Circumlocutions, give 
you Leave to tell the World, that being bred to 
the Sea from a Youth, none of thoſe romant'ck 
Introductions publiſh'd had any Share in my Ad- 
ventures, or were any way the Cauſe of my taking 
the Courſes I have ſince been embark'd in: But as 
in ſeveral Parts of my wandring Life I had ſeen 
ſomething of the immenſe Wealth, which the Buc- 
caneers, and other Adventurers, met with in their 
ſcouring about the World for Purchaſe, IJ had, for 
a long Time, meditated in my Thoughts to get 
peſſelsd of a good Ship for that Purpoſe, it I 
could, and to try my Fortune. I had been fome 
Years in the Bay of Campeachy, and tho' with Pa- 
tience I endur'd the Fatigue of that laborious Life, 


yet it was as viſible to others as to myſelf, that ! 


was not form'd by Nature for a Logwood- Cutter, 
any more than I was for a Foremaſt- man; a 
therefore Night and Day I apply'd myſelf to 
dy how I ſhould diſmiſs myſelf from that Dru 
ery, and get to be, firſt or laſt, Maſter of a g 
Ship, which was the utmoſt of my Ambition At 
that Time; reſolving, in the mean Time, that 
whenever any fuch Thing ſhould happen, I would 
try my Fortune in the Cruiſing Trade, but would 
be ſure not to prey upon my own Countrymen. 
It was many Years after this before! could 
bring my Purpoſes to paſs ; and I ſerv'd, firſt, in 
ſome of the Adventures of Captain Sharp, Captain 
Sawkins, and others, in their bold Adventures in 
the South Seas, where I got a very good Booty 
was at the taking of Puna, where we were oblig d 
to leave infinite Wealth behind us, for want of 
being able to bring it away; and after ſeveral 
Adventures in tho * was among that Party 
| | 2 who 
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who fought their Way Sword in Hand thro' all 
the Detachments of the Spaniards, in the Journey 
over Land, croſs the Iſthmus of Darien, to the 
North Seas; and when other ef our Men gat away, 
ſome one Way, ſome another, I, with twelve more 
of our Men, by Help of a Pertagua, gat into the 
Bay of Campeachy, where we fell very honeſtly to 
cutting of Logwood, not for Want, but to em- 


| ploy ourſelves till we could make off. 


Here three of our Men dy'd, and we that were 
left, ſhar'd their Money among us; and having 
ſtay'd here two Years, without ſeeing any Way of 
Eſcape that I dard to truſt to, I at laſt, with two 
of our Men, who ſpoke Spamſh perfectly well, made 
a deſperate Attempt to travel over Land to L-— 
having bury'd all onr Money, (which was worth 
eight thouſand Pieces of Eight a Man, tho' moſt 
of it in Gold) in à Pit in the Earth which we 
dug twelve Foot deep, and where it would have 
Ixen ſtill, for no Man knew where to look for it; 
we had an Opportunity to come at it again 
e Years after. 
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e travell'd along the Sea-ſhore five Days to- 
gether, the Weather exceeding hot, and did not 
doubt but we ſhould ſo diſguiſe ourſelves as to be 
taken for Spaniards; but our better Fortune pro- 
vided otherwiſe for us, for the ſixth Day of our 
March we found a Canoe lying on the Shore with 
no one in her: We found, however, ſeveral Things 
in her, which told us plainly that ſhe belong d 
to ſome Engliſhmen who were on Shore; ſo we re- 
ſolv'd to ſit down by her and wait: By and by 
we heard the Engliſhmen, who were ſeven in Num- 
ber, and were coming back to their Boat, havin 
been up the Country to an Ivgemo, where they had 
gotten great Quantities of Proviſion, and om 

| A Iing- 
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bringing it down to their Boat which they had 
left on the Shore, (with the Help of five Indians, of 
whom they had bought it) not thinking there was 
any People thereabouts: When they ſaw us, not 
knowing who we were, they were juſt going to 
fire at us; when J, perceiving it, held up a white 
Flag as high as I could reach it, which was, in 
ſhort, only a Piece of an old Linnen Waſtcoat 
which I had on, and pull'd it off for the Occa- 
ſion; upon this, however, they forbore firing at 
us, and when they came nearer to us, they could 
eaſily ſee that we were their own Countrymen : 
They enquir'd of us what we came there for ; we 
told them, we had travelld from Campeachy, 
where being tir d with the Hardſhips of our For- 
tune, and not getting any Veſſel to carry us 
where we durſt go, we were even deſperate, and 
cared not what became of us; ſo that had not they 
came to us thus happily, we ſhould have put our 
ſelves into the Hands of the Spaniards rather than 
have periſh'd where we were. | 


They took us into their Boat, and — 
carryd us on Board their Ship; when we 
there, we found they were a worſe Sort of Wün- 
derers than ourſelves, for tho' we had been a Kind 
of Pyrates, known and declar'd Enemies to the 
Spamards, yet it was to them only, and to no 
other; for we never offer d to rob any of our other 
European Nations, either Dutch or French, much 
leſs Frgliſh, but now we were liſted in the Service 
of the Devil indeed, and, like him, were at War 
with all Mankind. 


However, we not only were oblig'd to ſort 
with them, while with them, but in a little Time the 


Novelty of the Crime wore off, and we har- 
w : ro 
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den d to it, like the reſt: And in this Service I 
ſpent four Years more of my Time. 

Our Captain in this Pirate Ship was nam'd Ni- 
chols, but we call'd him Captain Redband ; it ſeems 
it was a Scots Sailor gave him that Name, when 
he was not the Head of the Crew, becauſe he was 
ſo bloody a Wretch, that he ſcarce ever was at 


the taking any Prize, but he had a Hand in ſome 
Butchery or other. 


They were hard put to it for freſh Proviſions, 
or they would not have ſent thus up into the 
Country a ſingle Canoe; and when I came on 


Board they were ſo ſtraiten'd, that, by my 


Advice, they refolv'd to go to the Iſle of Cuba 
to kill wild Beef, of which the South Side of the 
land is fo full: Accordingly we ſail'd thither 
directly. | 


The Veſſel carry'd ſixteen Guns, but was fitted 
to carry twenty two, and there was on Board one 
ndred and ſixty {tout Fellows, as bold and as 
& harden'd for the Work as ever I met with 
any Occaſion whatever: We victual d in 
this Place for eight Months, by our Calculation; but 
our Cook, who had the Management of the Salt- 
ing and Pickling the Beef, order d his Matters ſo, 
that had he been let alone he would have ſtarvd 
us all, and poiſon d us too; for as we are oblig'd 
to hunt the black Cattle in the Ifland ſometimes 
2 great while before we can ſhoot them, it ſhould 
be obſerv'd, that the Fleſh of thoſe that are heated 
before they are kill'd; is not fit to be pickled or 
ſalted up for Keeping. 


But this Man happening to pickle up the Beei. 


without Regard to this N Diſt inction, moſt 
ef the Beef, ſo pickled, ſtunk before we ut — | 
| X ace, 


co 
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Place, ſo that we were obligd to throw it all 
away: The Men then ſaid it was impoſſible to 
ſalt any Beef in thoſe hot Countries, ſo as to pre- 
ſerve it, and would have had us given it over, 
and ha gone to the Coaſt of New England, or New 
Tork, for Proviſions; but I ſoon convincd them 
of the Miſtake, and by only uſing the Caution, 
viz, not to ſalt up any Beef of thoſe Cattle that 
had been hunted, we curd one hundred and for- 
ty Barrels of very good Beef, and ſuch as laſted 


us a very great while. 


TI began to be of ſome Repute among them 

this Occaſion, and Redhand took me to the Cab» 
bin with him to conſult upon all Emergencies, 
and gave me the Name of Captain, though I had 
then no Command : By this Means I gave him 
an Account of all my Adventures in the South 
Seas, and what a prodigious Booty we got there 
with Captain Goiguet, the Frenchman, and with 
Captain Sharp, and others; encouraging him ta 
make an Attempt that Way, and propoſing to 
him to go away to the Braſils, and ſo round by 
the Straits of Magellan, or Cape Horn. 


However, in this he was more prudent than T, 
and told me, that not only the Strength but the 
Force of his Ship was too ſmall, not but that he 
had Men enough, as he ſaid very well, but he 
wanted more Guns, and a better Ship; for indeed 
the Ship we were in was but a weak crazy Boat for 
ſo long a Voyage: So he ſaid he approv'd my Pro- 
ject very well, but that he thought we ſhould try to 
take ſome more ſubſtantial Veſſel for the Buſineſs : 
And ſays he, if we could but take a good ſtout 
Ship, fit to carry thirty Guns, and a Sloop, or 
Brigantine, he would go with all his Heart. 
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This I could not but approve of; ſo we form d 
the Scheme of the Deſign, and he call'd all his 
Men together, and propos d it to them, and they 
all approv'd it with a general Conſent; and I had 
the Honour of being the Contriver of the Voyage. 
From this Time we reſolv'd, ſome how or other, 
to get a better Ship under us, and it was not long 
before an Opportunity preſented to our Mind. 


Being now upon the Coaſt of the Ifland of Cu- 
ba, we ſtood away Weſt, coaſting the. Ifland, and 
ſo went away for Florida, where we cruisd a- 
mong the Iſlands, and in the Wake of the Gulph; 
but nothing preſented a great while ; at length 
we ſpy'd a Sail, which prov'd an Engliſh home- 
ward-bound Ship from Famaica : We immediately 
chac'd her, and came up with her; ſhe was a 
ſtout Ship, and the Captain defended her very 
well; and had ſhe not been a comber'd deep Ship, 
being full loaded, ſo that they could ſcarce come 
at their Guns, we ſhould have had our Hands 
full of her. But when they found what we were, 
and that, being full of Men, we were reſolv'd to 
be on Board them, and that we had hoiſted the 
black Flag, a Signal that we would give them no 
Quarter, they began to ſink in their Spirits, and 
ſoon after cry'd Quarter, offering to yield: Red- 
band would have given them no Quarter, bur, 
according to his uſual Practice, would have thrown 
the Men all into the Sea ; but I prevail'd with him 
to give them Quarter, and good Uſage too; and fo 
they yielded; and a very rich Prize it was, only 
that we knew not what to do with the Cargo, 


When we came to conſider more ſeriouſly the 


Circumſtances we were in by taking this Ship, 


and what we ſhould do with her, we found, that ſhe 


nab OnNIV deen loaden, but Was a VE heavy | 


1 


Sailer, and that, in ſhort, ſhe was not ſuch a Ship as 
we wanted; ſo, upon long Debate, we reſolvd to take 
out of her all the Rum, the Indigo, and the Money 
we could come at, with about twenty Caſks of 
Sugar, and twelve of her Guns, with all the Am- 
munition, ſmall Arms, Bullets, &c. and let her 
go; which was accordingly done, to the great Joy 
of the Captain that commanded her: However, 
we took in her about ſix thouſand Pounds Sterling 
in Pieces of Eight. 


But the next Prize we met, ſuited us better on 
all Accounts, being a Ship from King ſale in Ire- 
land, loaden with Beef, and Butter, and Beer, for 
Barbadoes; never was Ship more welcome to Men 
in our Circumſtances; this was the very Thing 
we wanted: We ſaw the Ship early in the Morne 
ing, at about five Leagues Diſtance, and we was 
three Days in Chace of her; ſhe ſtood from us, as if 
ſhe bond have run away for the Cape de Verd 
Iſlands, and two or three Times we thought ſhe 
ſaild fo well ſhe would have got away from us, 
but. we had always the good Luck to get Sight of 
her in the Morning : She was about 260 Tun, 
an Engliſh Frigat- built Ship, and had 12 Guns 
on Board, but could carry 20. The Commander 
was a Quaker, but yet had he been equal to us 
in Force, it appear'd by his Countenance he would 


not have been afraid of his Fleſh; or have baulk'd 
, uſing the Carnal Weapon of Offence, viz. the Can- 


non-Ball. 


We ſoon made ourſelves Maſter of this Ship 
when once we came up with him, and he was eve- 
ry Thing that we wanted; ſo we began to ſhift our 
Guns into her, and ſhifted about 60 Tun of her 
Butter and Beef into our own Frigate, this made 
the Iriſb Veſſel be a clear Ship, lighter in the Water, 


= 1 
and have more Room on Board for Fight, if Oc- 
caſion otter d. 


. When we had the old Quaking Skipper on Board, 
we aſk d him whether he would go along with us; 
he gave us no Anſwer at firſt ; but when we aik'd 
him again, he return d, that he did not know 
whether it might be ſafe for him to anſwer the 
Queſtion : We told him, He ſhould either go or 
ſtay, as he pleas d; Why then, ſays he, I had ra- 
ther ye will give me Leave to decline it. 


We gave him Leave, and accordingly ſet him 
on Shore afterwards at Nevis, with ten of his 
Men; the reſt went along with us as Volunteers, 
except the Carpenter and his Mate, and the Sur- 
geon, thoſe we took by Force: We were now ſup- 
ply'd as well as Heart could wiſh, had a large Ship 
in our Poſſeſſion, with Proviſions enough for a 
little Fleet rather than for a ſingle Ship. So with 
this Purchaſe we went away for the Leeward 
Iſlands, and fain we would have met with 
ome of the New Jork or New England Ships, 
which generally come loaden with Peas, Flower, 
Pork, &c. But it was a long while before any 
Thing of that Kind preſented. We had promis'd 
the Iriſþ Captain to ſet him on Shore, with his 
Company, at Nevis, but we were not willing till 
we had done our Buſineſs in thoſe Seas, becauſe of 
giving the Alarm among the Iſlands; ſo we went 
away for St. Domingo, and making that Iſland our 
Rendezvous, we cruis to the Eaſtward, in Hopes 
of ſome Purchaſe; it was not long before we 
ſpy'd a Sail, which provd to be a Burmoodas 
Sloop, but bound from Virginia or Maryland, with 
Flower, Tobacco, and ſome Malt;. the laſt a 
Thing which in particular we knew not what to 


$2 .do with: Heeren the Flower and Tobacco was 
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very welcome, and the Sloop no leſs welcome than 


the reſt; for ſne was à very large Veſſel, and 
carry d near 60 Tun, and when not ſo deep loaden, 


prov'd an excellent Sailer. Soon after this we met 
with another Sloop, but ſhe was bound from Bar- 
badoes to New England, with Rum, Sugar, and 
Moloſles : Nothing diſturb'd us in taking this 
Veſlel, but that being willing enough to let her 
go; (for as to the Sugar and Moloſſes, we had nei- 
ther Uſe for them, or Room for them) but to have 
let her go, had been to give the Alarm to all the 
Coaſt of North Amer ica, and then what we want- 
ed would never come in our Way. Our Kay rants 
juſtly call'd Redband, or Bloodyband, was pretently 
for diſpatching them, that they might tell no 
Tales; and, indeed, the Neceſſity of the Method 
had very near prevaild ; nor did I much inter- 
pole here, I know not why hut ſome of the other 
Men put him in as good a Way; and that was, 
to bring the Sloop to an Anchor under the Lee of 
St. Domingo, and take away all her Sails, that ſhe 
ſhould not ſtir till we gave her Leave. 


We met with no leſs than five Prizes more 
here in about 20 Days Cruiſe, but none of them 
for our Turn; one af them, indeed, was a Veſſel 
bound to St. Chriffopher's with Madera Wine: We 
borrow d about 20 Pipes of the Wine, and let her 
go. Another was a New England built Ship, of 
about 150 Tun, bound alſo Home with Sugar and 
Moloſſes, which was good for nothing to ps; 
however, we gat near 1ocol. on Board her in 
Pieces of Fight, and taking away her Sails, as 
before, brought her to an Anchor under the Lee 
of the Sloop: At laſt we met with what we want- 
ed, and this was another Ship of about 109 Tun, 
from New England. bound to Barbadoes ; ſhe had on 


Board 130 Barrels of 2 about 350 Bar- 
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rels of Peaſe, and 10 Tun of Pork barrell'd up 


and picke}d, beſides ſome live Hogs, and ſome 
Horſes, and fix Tun of Beer. 


We were now ſufficiently provided for ; in all 
thoſe Prizes we got alſo about 54 Men, who, by 
Choice and Volunteer, agree'd to go along with us, 
including the Carpenters and Surgeons, who we 
oblig'd always to go; ſo that we were now above 
2000 Men, two Ships, and the Bnrmoodas Sloop 
and giving the other Sloop, and the New England 
homeward bound Ship their Sails again, we let 
them go; and as to the Malt which we took in the 
Burmoodas Sloop, we gave it the laſt New England 
| Maſter, who was going to Barbadoes. 


We gat in all thoſe Ships, beſides the Provi- 
ſions above-mention'd, about 200 Muſquets and 
Piſtols, good Store of Cutlaſſes, about 20 Tun of 
Iron Shot and Muſquet Ball, and 33 Barrels of 
good Powder, which was all very ſuitable Things 
to our Occaſions. 


We were fully ſatisfy'd, as we ſaid to one an- 
other, now, and concluded that we would ſtand 
away to the Windward, as well as we could, to- 
wards the Coaſt of Africa, that we might come 

in the Wind's Way tor the Coaſt of Brafil ; but 
cur Frigat (I mean that we were firſt ſhipp'd in) 
was yet out upon the Cruiſe, and not come in; fo 
we came to an Anchor to wait for her, when, be- 
hold, the next Morning ſhe came in with full Sail, 
and a Prize in Tow: She had, it ſeems, been 
farther Weſt than her Orders, but had met with 
a Spaniſh Prize, whither bound, or from whence, 
I remember we did not enquire, but we found in 
her, beſides Merchandize, which we had no Oc- 
caſion for, 65000 Pieces of Eight in Silver, ſome 


- — 


33 
Gold, and two Boxes of Pearl of a good Value; 
five Dutch, or rather Flemiſh, Seamen that were on 
Board her, were willing to go with us; and as to 
the reſt of the Cargo, we let her go, only finding 
four of her Guns were Braſs, we took them into 
our Ship, with ſeven great Jars of Powder, and 
ſome Cannon-Shot, and let her go, uſing the Spa- 
viards very civilly, 


This was a Piece of meer good Fortune to us, and 
was ſo encouraging as nothing could be more, for 
it ſet us up, as we may ſay; for now we thought 
we could never fail of good Fortune, and we re- 
ſolv'd, one and all, directly to the South Seas. 


It was about the Middle of Auguſt 1690 that 
we ſet forward, and ſteering E. by S. and E. S. E. 
for about fifteen Days, with the Winds at N. N. W. 
variable, we came quickly into the Trade Winds, 
with a good Offing, to go clear of all the Iſlands ; 
and ſo we ſteer'd directly for Cape St. Auguſtin in 
the Brafils, which we made the 22d of September. 


We cruisd ſome Time upon the Coaſt, about 
the Bay of All Saints, and put in once or twice for 
freſh Water, eſpecially at the Iſland of St. John's, 
where we got good Store of Fiſh, and ſome Hogs, 
which, for freſh Proviſions, was a great Relief to 
us: But we gat no Purchaſe here; for whether it 
was that their European Ships were juſt come in, 
or juſt gone out, we know not, or whether they 
ſuſpected what we were, and ſo kept cloſe within 
their Ports, but in thirteen Days that we ply'd off 
and on about Fernambuque, and about fourteen 
Days more that 'we ſpent in coaſting along the 
Braſil Shore to the South, we met not one Ship, 
neither ſaw a Sail, except of their Fiſhing-Boats 
or ſmall Coaſters, who kept cloſe under Shore. 
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We croſs d the Line here abqut the latter End 
of September, and found the Air exceeding hot and 
unwholſome, the Sun being in the Zenith, and the 
Weather very wet and ramy.; ſo we reſolv'd to 


ſtaud away South, without looking for any more 
Purchaſe on that Side. 


Accordingly we kept on to the South, having 
tolerable good Weather, and keeping the Shore all 
the Way in View till we came the Length of St. 
Julien, in the Latitude of 48 Degrees, 22 Minutes 

uth; here we put in again, being the Beginning 
of November, and took in freſh Water, and ſpent 
about ten Days, refreſhing ourſelves, and fitting 
our Tackle; all which Time we livd upon Pen- 
guins and Seals, of which we killd an innume- 


rable Number; and when we prepar'd to go, we | 


ſalted up as many Penguins as we found would 
ſerve our whole Crew, to eat them twice a Weck 
as long as they would keep. 


Here we conſulted together about going thro' the 
Straits of Magellan ; but I put them quite out of Con- 
ceit of making that troubleſom and fatieguing Ad- 
venture, the Straits being ſo hazardous, and fo ma- 
ny Winds requir'd to paſs them; and having aſlur'd 
them, that in our Return with Bat Harp, we went 
away to the Latitude of 55 Degrees 30 Minutes, 
and then ſteering due Faſt, came open with the 


North Seas in five Days Run, they all agreed 
to go that Way. 


On the 20th of November we weigh'd from Port 
Julien, and having a fair Wind at N. E. by E. 
led it away merrily, till we came into the Lati- 
tude of 54, when the Wind veering more Norther- 
: dy, and then to the N. W. blowing hard, we were 
driven into 55 Degrees and half, but lying as near 
* | as 
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as we could to the Wind, we made. ſome Weſt⸗ 
ward Way withal: The zd of December the Wind 
came up South, and 8. E. by S. being now juſt as 
it were at the Beginning of the Summer Solſtice 
in that Country. 2 


With this Wind, which blew a freſh Gale, we 
ſtood ' away N. N. W. and ſoon found ourſelves 
in open Sea, to the Weſt of America; upon which 
we haul'd away N. by E. and N. N. E. and then 
N. F. when on the 20th of December we made 
the Land, being the Coaſt of Chili, in the Latitude 
of 41 Degrees, about the Height of Baldivia; and 
we ſtood out from hence till we made the Ile of 
St. Juan Fernando, where we came to an Anchor, 


and went on Shore to get freſh Water; alſo ſome 


of oux Men went a hunting for Goats, of which 
we kill'd enough to feed us all with freſh Meat 
for all the while we ſtayd here, which was 
22 Days. | Fax. 11.] 2 


During this Stay we ſent the Sloop ont to Cruiſe, 
but ſhe came back without ſeeing au Veſſel; 
after which we order'd her out again more to the 
North, but ſhe was ſcarce gone a League, when 
ſhe made a Signal that ſhe ſaw a Sail, and that 
we ſhould come out to help them; accordingly 
the Frigat put to Sea after them, bat making no 
Signal for us to follow, we lay ſtill, and work'd 
hard at cleaning our Ship, ſhifting ſome of the 
Rigeing, and the like. * | 


We heard no more of them in three Days, which: 
made us repent ſorely that we had not gone all 
three together; but the third Day they came 
back, tho without any Prize, as we thought, but 


gave us an Account that they had chac'd a great 


Ship, and a Bark all Night, the next Day; 
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that they took the Bark the Evening before, but 
ſound little in her of Value; that the great Ship 
ran on Shore among ſome Rocks, where they 
durſt not go in after her, but that manning out 
their Boats, they got on Shore ſo ſoon, that the 
Men belonging to her durſt not land; that then 
they threaten d to burn the Ship as ſhe lay, and 
burn them all in her, if they did not come on 
Shore and ſurrender : They offer'd to ſurrender, 
giving them their Liberty, which our Men would 
not promiſe at firſt ; but after ſome Parly, and 
arguing on both Sides, our Men agreed thus far, 
that they ſhould remain Priſoners for ſo long as 
we were in thoſe Seas, but that as ſoon as we 
came to the Height of Panama, or it we reſolv'd to 
return ſooner, then they ſhould be ſet at Liberty; 
and to theſe hard Conditions they yielded, 


Our Men found in the Ship 6 Braſs Guns, 200 
Sacks of Meal, ſome Fruit, and the Value of 
160000 Pieces of Eight in Gold of Chili, as good 
as any in the World: It was a glittering Sight, 
and enough to dazzle the Eyes of thoſe that look'd 
on it, to ſee ſuch a Quantity of Gold laid all of a 
Heap together, and we began to embrace one an- 
other in Congratulation of our good Fortune. 


We brought the Priſoners all to the Iſland 
Fernando, where we uſed them very well, built 
little Houſes for them, gave them Bread, and 
Meat, and every Thing they wanted; and gave 
them Powder and Ball to kill Goats with, which 
they were fully ſatisfy'd with, and killd a great 


many for us too. 


We continu'd to Cruiſe [ Feb. 2] hereabout, 


but without finding any other Prize tor near three 
Weeks more; ſo we refolvd to go up as gh, on 


| | 


| | 
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Puna, the Place where I had been ſo lucky before 
and we aſſurd our Priſoners, that in about two 
Months we would return, and reheve them; but 
they choſe rather to be on Board us, ſo we took 
them all in again, and kept on with an eaſy Sail, 
at a proper Diſtance from Lane, that we might 
not be known, and the Alarm given; for as to the 
Ship which we had taken, and which was ſtranded 
amonz the Rocks, as we had taken all the Men 
out of her, the People on the Shore, when they 
ſhould find her, could think no other than that 
ſhe was driven on Shore by 2 Storm, and that all 
the People were drown'd, or all eſcapd and 
gone; and there was no Doubt but that the Ship 
would beat to Pieces in a very few Days. 


We kept, I ſay, at a Diſtance from the Shore, 
to prevent giving the Alarm; but it was a need- 
leſs Caution, for the Country was all alarm'd on 
another Account, viz. about an 130 bold Buc- 
caneers had made their Way over Land, -not at 
the Iſthmus of Darien, as uſual, but from Gra- 
nada, on the Lake of Nicaragua to the North of 
Panama, by which, tho' the Way was longer, and 
the Country not ſo practicable as at the ordinary 
Paſſage, yet they were unmoleſted, for they ſur- 

rizd the Country; and whereas the Spaniards, 
king for them at the old Paſſage, had drawn 
Entrenchments, planted Guns, and poſted Men 
at the Paſſages of the Mountains, to intercept 
them and cut them off, here they met with no 
Spaniards, nor any other Obſtruction in their 
Way, but coming to the South Sea, had Time, 
undiſcover'd, to build themſelves Canoes and 
Periaguas, and did a great deal of Miſchief upon 
the Shore, having been follow'd, among the reſt, 
by 80 Men more, commanded by one Guilotte a 
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now 210 Men; and they were not long at Sea 
before they took two Spaniſh Barks going from 
Guatimala to Panama, * with Meal, Coco, and 
other Proviſions; ſo that now they were a Fleet 
of two Barks, with ſeveral Canocs, and Peria- 
guas, but no Guns, nor any more Ammunition 
than every one carry d at firſt at their Backs, 


However, this Troop of Deſperadoes had a- 
larm'd all the Coaſt, and Expreſſes both by Sea 
and Land were diſpatch'd, to warn the Towns on 
the Coaſt to be upon their Guard, all theWay from 
Panama to Lima; but as they were repreſented 
to be only ſuch Freebooters as I have ſaid, Ships 
of Strength did not deſiſt their Voyages, as they 
found Occaſion, as we ſhall obſerve preſently : 
We were now gotten into the Latitude of 10, ia, 
and 12 Degrees and a Half; but, in our over- 
much Caution, had kept out ſo far to Sea, that we 
miſs d every Thing which would otherwiſe have 
fallen into our Hands; but we were betrer in- 
form'd quickly, as you ſhall hear. 


Early in the Morning, one of our Men being on 
the Miſſen- top, cry'd, A Sail, a Sail; it prov to be 
a {mall Veſlel ſtanding juſt after us; and as we un- 
derſtood afterwards, did fo, believing that we 
were ſome of the King's Ships looking after 
the Buccaneers. As we underſtood ſhe was a-Stern 
of us, we ſliortend Sail, and hung out the Spa- 
1h Colours, ſeparating ourſelves, to make him 
ſippoſe we were cruiſing for the Buccaneers, and 
did not look for him ; however, when we ſaw him- 
cdme forward, but ſtretching in a little towards 
the Shore, we took Care to be ſo much to Star- 
board that he could not eſcape us that Way; 
an! when he was a little nearer, the Sloop plain- 
ly chac'd him, and in a little Time came up 


„ 

with him, and took him: We had little Goods in 
the Veſſel, their chief Loading being Meal and 
Corn for Panama, but the Maſter happen'd to have 
6000 Pieces of Eight in his Cabin, which was 
good Booty. 


But that which was better than all this to us was, 
that the Maſter gave us an Account of two Ships 
which were behind, and were under Sail for Lima 
or Panama ; the one having the Revenues of the 
Kingdom of (hili, and the other having a great 
Quantity of Silver, going from Pana to Lima, to 
be forwarded from thence to Panama, and that 
they kept together, being Ships of Force, to pro- 
tect one another; how they did it we ſoon ſaw 
the Effects of. | 


Upon this Intelligence we were very joyful, 
and aſſur d the Maſter, that if we found it ſo, 
we would -give him his Veſlel again, and all his 
Goods, except his Money, as for That, we told him, 
ſuch People as we never return d it any Body: 
However, the Man's Intelligence prov'd good, for 
the very next Day, as we were ſtanding South-Weſt, 
our Spaniſh Colours being out, as above, we ſpy d one 
of the Ships, and ſoon after the other; we found 
they had diſcover d us alſo, and that being doubt- 
ful what to make of us, they tack'd and ſtood 
Eaſtward to get nearer the Land; we did the 
like, and as we found there was no letting them 
go that Way but that we ſhould be fure to loſe 
them, we ſoon let them know that we were re- 
ſolv'd to ſpeak with them. 


The biggeſt Ship, which was three Leagues 
a-Stern of the other, crowded in for the Shore with 
all the Sail ſhe could make, and it was eaſy for 
us to ſee that ſhe would eſcape us; for as {ſhe was a 
D 2 great 
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great deal farther in with the Land than the other 
when we firſt gave Chace, ſo in about three Hours 
we ſaw the Land plain a- Head of us, and that the 


great Ship would get into Port before we could 
reach her. 


Upon this we ſtretch d a- Head with all the Sail 
we could make, and the Sloop, which crowded alſo 
very hard, and out-went us, engag d the ſmall 
Ship at leaſt an Hour before we could come up: 
But ſhe could make little of it, for the Spaniſb 
Ship having 12 Guns and 6 Patererces, would 
have been too many for the Sloop if we had 
not come up : However, at length, our biggeſt 
Shipcame up alſo,and, running up under her Quar- 
ter, gave her our whole Broadſide; at which ſhe 
ſtruck immediately, and the Spaniards cry d, Quar- 
ter, and Miſerecordia; Upon this, our Sloop's Men 
enter'd her preſently, and ſecur d her. 


In the Beginning of this Action, it ſeems, our 
Redband Captain was ſo provok'd at loſing the 
greater Prize, which, as he thought, had all the 
Money on Board, that he ſwore he would not 
ſpare one of the Dogs, (ſo he call'd the Spamards 
in the other Ship) but he was prevented; and it 
was very happy for the Spaniards, that the firſt 
Shot the Ship made towards us, juſt as we were 
running up to pour in our Broadſide, I ſay, the 
firſt Shot took Captain Redband full on the Breaſt, 
and ſhot his Head and one Shoulder off, fo that 
he never ſpoke more, nor did I find that any one 


Man in the Ship ſhew'd the leaſt Concern for him; 


ſo certain it 1s, that Cruelty never recommends 
any Man among Engliſhmen; no, tho they have 
no Share in the ſuffering under it; but one ſaid, 


D— n him, let him go, he was a butcherly Dog; 
another ſaid, D 


n him, he was a mercilefs 
£ Son 
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Son of a B ch; another ſaid, he was a bar- 
barous Dog, and the like. 


But to return to the Prize, being now as cer- 
tain of the ſmaller Prize as that we had miſs'd 
the great one, we began toexamine what we had 
got; and it is not eaſy to give an exact Account 
of the prodigious Variety of Things we found : 
In the firſt Place, were 116 Cheſts of Pieces cf 
Eight in Specie, 72 Bars of Silver, 15 Bags of 
wrought Plate, which a Fryer that was on Board 
would have perſwaded us, for the Sake of the 
Bleſſed Virgin, to have return d, being, as he ſaid, 
conſecrated Plate to the Honour of the holy 
Church, the Virgin Mary, and St. Martin; but, as 
it happen d, he could not perſwade us to it; alſo 
we found about 60000 Ounces of Gold, ſome in 
little Wedges, ſome in Duſt. We found ſeveral 
= - "Ws of Value, but not to be nam'd with 
the ret. 


Being thus made ſurpriſingly rich, we began 
to think what Courſe we ſhould ſteer next; for as 
the great Ship, which was eſcapd, would certain» 
ly alarm the Country, we might be ſure we 

ould meet with no more Purchaſe at Sea, and 
we were not very fond of landing, to attack any 
Town on Shore. In this Conſultation 'tis to be 
obſerv'd, that I was, by the unanimous Conſent 
of all the Crew, made Captain of the great Ship, 
and of the whole Crew; the whole Voyage hither, 
and every Part of it, having, for ſome Time 
before, been chiefly manag'd by my Direction, or 
at leaſt by my Advice. 

The firſt Thing I propos'd to them all, was, 
ſeeing we had met with ſuch good Luck, and that 
we could not expect much more, and if we ſtay d 
longer in theſe Seas, ſhould find it very hard to 
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revictual our Ships, and might have our Retreat 
cut off by Spaniſh Men of War; (five of which we 


heard were ſent out after the other Buccaneers) 
we ſhould make the beft of our Way to the South, 
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and get about into the North Seas, where we 
were out of all Danger. 


In Conſequence of this Advice, which was ge- 
nerally approved, we ſtood away directly South, and 


the Wind blowing pretty fair at N. N. E. a merry 


Gale, we ſtood directly for the Iſle of Juan Fer- 
xando, carrying our rich Prize with us. 


We arriv'd here the Beginning of June, having 
been juſt fix Months in thoſe Seas. We were ſur- 
prizd, when coming to the Iſland, we found two 
Ships at an Anchor cloſe under the Lee of the 
Rocks, and two little Periaguas farther in, near 

Shore; but being reſolv'd to ſee what they 
Were, we found, to our Satisfaction, they were the 
Buccaneers of whom I have ſpoken above: The 
Story is too long to enter upon here; but in ſhort, 
without Guns, without Ship, and only coming 
over Land with their Fuſees in their Hands, they 
had rang'd theſe Seas, had taken ſeveral Prizes, 
and ſome pretty rich, and had got two pretty 
handſome Barks, one carry'd fix Guns, and the 
other four; they had ſhar'd, as they told us, about 
400 Pieces. of Eight a Man, beſides one Thing 
they had which we were willing to buy of them; 


they had about 100 Jarrs of Gunpowder, which 
they took out of a Store-Ship going to Lima. 


If we was glad to meet them, you may be ſure 
they were glad to meet with us, and ſo we be- 
gan to ſort together as one Company, only they 
were loth to give over and return, as we were 
and which we had now reſoly'd on. 2 

| - he's, 
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We were ſo rich ourfelves, and ſo fully ſatisfy'd 
with what we had taken, that we began to be 
bountiful to our Countrymen; and indeed they 
dealt ſo generouſly with us, that we could not 
but be inclin'd to do them ſome Good, for when 
we talk'd of buying their Gunpowder, they very | 
frankly gave us 50 Jarrs of it gratis. 


I took this ſo kindly, that I call'd a little 
Council among ourſelves, and propos d to ſend the 
poor Rogues 50 Barrels of our Beef, which we 
could very well ſpare ; and our Company agree- 
ing to it, we did ſo, which made their Hearts 
glad; for it was very good, and they had not 
taſted good Salt-beef for a long Time; and with 
it we — them two Hogſheads of Rum: This 
made them ſo hearty to us, that they ſent two 
of their Company to compliment us, to offer ta. 
enter themſelves on Board us, and to go with us 
all the World over. 


We did not ſo readily agree to this at firſt, 
becauſe we had no new Enterpize in View; but 
however, as they ſent us Word they had choſen 
me ſo unanimouſly for their Captain, I propos'd 
to our Men to remove ourſelves, and all our 
Goods, into the great Ship and the Sloop, and ſo 
take the honeſt Fellows into the Fregat, which 
now had no leſs than 22 Guns, and would hold 
them all, and then they might {ail with us, or 

o upon any Adventures of their own, as we 
ould agree. 


Accordingly we did ſo, and gave them that 
Ship, with all her Guns and Ammunition, but 
made one of our own Men Captain, which they 
conſented to, and ſo we became all one Body. 
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Her alſo we ſhar'd our Booty, which was great 
indeed to a Profuſion; and as keeping ſuch a Trea- 
ſure in every Man's particular private Poſſeſſion, 
would have occaſion'd Gaming, Quarrelling, and 
perhaps Thieving and Pilfering, I order'd that fo 
many {mall Cheſts ſhould be made as there were 
Men in the Ship, and every Man's Treaſure was 
nail'd up in theſe Cheſts, and the Cheſts all ftow'd 
in the Hold, with every Man's Name upon his 
Cheſt, not to be touch'd but by general Order; 
and to prevent Gaming, I prevail'd with them to 
make a Law or Agreement, and every one to ſet 
their Hands to it; by which they agreed, That 
if any Man play d for any more Money than he 
had in his Keeping, the Winner ſhould not be 
paid whatever the Loſer run in Debt, but the 
Cheſt containing every Man's Dividend, ſhould 
be all his own, to be deliver'd whole te him; 
and the Offender, whenever he left the Ship, if 
he would pay any Gaming Debts afterward, 
that was another Caſe; but ſuch Debts ſhould 
never be paid while he continud in that Com- 


pany. 


By this Means alſo we ſecurd the Ship's Crew 
keeping together; for if 1 left the Ship 
now, he was ſure to leave about 6000 Pieces of 
Eight behind him, to be ſhar'd among the reſt of 
the Ship's Company, which few of them car'd 


to do. 


As we were now all embark'd together, the 
next Queſtion was, Whither we ſhould go? As 
for our Crew, we were ſo rich, that our Men were 
all for going back again, and ſo to make off to 
ſome of the Leeward Iſlands, that we might get 
a-Shore privately with our Booty : But as we had 
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it would be very hard to oblige them to go back 
without any Purchace, for that would be to give 
them a Ship to do them no Good, but to carry 
them back to Europe juſt as they came out from 
thence, viz. with no Money 1n their Pockets. 


Upon theſe Confiderations we came to this. 
Reſolution, That they ſhould go out to Sea and 
Cruiſe the Height of Lima, and try their For- 
tune, and that we would ſtay 60 Days for them 
at Fuan Fernando, 8 


Upon this Agreement they went away very 
Joyful, and we fell to work to new rig our Ship, 
mending our Sails, and cleaning our Bottom, 
Here we employ'd ourſelves a Month very hard 
at Work; our Carpenters alſo took down ſome of 
the Ship's upper Work, and built it, as we 
thought, more to the Advantage of Sailing; ſo 
that we had more Room within, and yet did 
not lie ſo high. 


During this Time we had a Tent ſet up on 
Shore, and 50 of our Men employ'd themſelves 
wholly in killing Goats and Fowls for our freſh 
Proviſions; and one of our Men underſtanding we 
had ſome Malt left on Board the Ship, which 
was taken in one of the Prizes, ſet up a great 
Kettle on Shore, and went to work to Brewing, 
and, to our great Satisfaction, brew d us ſome ve- 

good Beer; but we wanted Bottles to keep it 
in, after it had ſtood a while in the Caſk. 


However, he brew'd us very good Small Beer, 
for preſent Uſe; and inſtead 1 Hops he found 
ſome wild Wormwood growing on the Iſland, 
which gave it no unpleaſant Taſte, and made it 


Very agreeable to us. 
i * E Before 
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Before the Time was expird, our Frigat ſent a 
Sloop to us, which they had taken, to give us 
Notice that they were in a ſmall Creek near the 
Mould of the River Guyaguil, on the Coaſt of Peru, 
in the Latitude of 22 Degrees They had a 

reat Booty in View, there being two Ships in the 
River of Guyaquil, and two more expected to paſs 
by from Lima, in which was a great Quantity of 
Plate; that they waited there for them, and begg d 
we would not think the Time long; but that if we 
ſhould go away, they deſird that we would fix up 
a Poſt, with a Piece of Lead on it, ſignifying where 
they ſhould come to us, and wherever it was, 
Eaſt or Weſt, North or South, they would follow 


- bs with all the Sail they could make, 


A little while after this, they ſent another 
Sloop, which they had taken alſo; and ſhe brought 


a vaſt Treaſure in Silver and very rich Goods, 
which they had got in plundering a Town on the 
Continent; and they orderd the Sloop to wait 
or them at the Ifland where we lay, till their 

eturn: But they were ſo eager in the Purſuit of 
their Game, that they could not think of coming 
back yet, neither could we blame them, they 
having ſuch great Things in View : So we re- 
ſolv'd, in Purfuit of our former Reſolution, to be 

one; and after ſeveral Conſultations among our 
felves in what Part of the World we ſhould pitch 
our Tent, we broke up at firſt without any 
Concluſion. 


| We were all of the Opinion, that our Trea- 


| ſure was ſo great, that wherever we went, we 


ſhould be a Prey to the Government of that Place; 
that it was impoſſible to go all on Shore, and 
be conceal'd ; and that we ſhonld be ſo jealous of 
one another, that we ſhould certainly betray. - 
1 * ; anot 


[ 27 ] 
another, every one for fear of his Fellow, that is to 
ſay, for fear the other ſhould tell firſt. Some there- 
fore propos'd our going about the SouthPoint ofCape 
Horne, and that then, going away to the Gulph of 
Mexico, we ſhould go on Shore at the Bay of Cam- 
peachy, and from thence diſperſe ourſelves as well 
as we could, and every one go his own Way. | 


I was willing enough to have gone thither, be- 
cauſe of the "Treaſure I had left there under 
Ground; but ſtill I concluded we were (as I have 
ſaid) too rich to go on Shore any where to ſepa- 
rate, for every Man of us had too much Wealth 
to carry about us; and if we ſeparated, the firſt 
Number of Men any of us ſhould meet with, that 
were ſtrong enough to do it, would take it+from 
us, and ſo we ſhould but juſt expoſe ourſelves to 
be murder'd far that Money we had gotten at ſo 
much Hazard, | 


Some propos'd then our going to the Coaſt of 
Virgina, and go ſome on Shore in one Place, and 
ſome in another privately, and ſo travelling to 
the Sea-Ports where there were moſt People, we 
might be conceal'd, and by Degrees reduce our 
ſelves to a private Capacity, every one ſhifting 
Home as well as they could. This I acknowledge 
might be done, if we were {ure none of us would 
be falſe one to another; but while Tales might 
be told, and the Teller of the Tale was ſure to 
ſave his own Life and Treaſure, and make his 
Peace at the Expence of his Comrade's, there was 
no Safety; and they might be ſure, that as the 
Money would render them ſuſpected wherever 
they came, ſo they would be examin'd, and what 
by faltering in their Story, and by being croſs- 
examin'd, kept apart, and the one being made to 
belicve the other had 3 him, and told all, 
8 2 * 
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when indeed he might have ſaid nothing to hurt 
him, the Truth of Fa& would he dragg'd out by 
Piece-meal, till they would certainly at. laſt come 
to the Gallows. 


Theſe Objections were equally juſt, to what 
Nation or Place ſoever we could think of going: 
So that upon the whole, we concluded there was 
no Safety for us but by keeping all together, and 
going to ſome Part of the World where we 
might be ſtrong enough to defend ourſelves, or 
be ſo conceal'd till we might find out ſome Way 


of Eſcape that we might not now be ſo well 
able to think of. i 


In the Middle of all theſe Confultations, in 
which I freely own I was at a Loſs, and could 
not tell which Way to adviſe, an old Sailor ſtood 
up, and told us, if we would be advis'd by him, 
there was a Part of the World where he had 
been, where we might all ſettle ourſelves un- 
diſturb'd, and live very comfortably and plenti- 
fully, till we could find out ſome Way how to 
diſpoſe of ourſelves better; and that we might 
eaſily be ſtrong enough for the Inhabitants, who 
would at firſt, perhaps, attack us, but that after- 
wards they would ſort very well with us, and 
ſupply us with all Sorts of Proviſions very plen- 
tifully; and this was the Iſland of Madagaſcar : 
He told us we might live very well there. He 
gave vs a large Account of the Country, the Cli- 
mate, the People, the Plenty of Proviſions which 
was to be had there, eſpecially of black Cattle, 
of which, he ſaid, there was an infinite Number, 
and conſequently a Plenty of Milk, of which fo 
many other Things was made: In a Word, he 
read ns ſo many Lectures upon the Goodneſs of 
the Place, and the Conveniency of living thank 
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that we were, one and all, eager to go thither, 
and concluded upon it. 


Accordingly, having little left to do, (for we 
had been in a ſailing Poſture ſome Weeks) we left 
Word with the Officer who commanded the Sloop, 
and with all his Men, that they ſhould: come 
after us to Madagaſcar; and our Men were not 
wanting to let them know all our Reaſons for 
going thither, as well as the Difficulties we found 
of going any where elſe, which had ſo fully poſ- 
ſeſsd them with the Hopes of farther Advantage, 
that. they promis'd for the reſt that they would 
all follow us. 


However, as we all calculated the Length of 
the Voyage, and that our Water, and perhaps 
our Proviſions might not hold out ſo far, but 
eſpecially our Water, we agreed, that having 
paſs'd Cape Horn, and got into the North Seas, 
we would ſteer Northward up the Eaſt Shore of 
America till we came to St. Fulien, where we 
would ſtay at leaſt fourteen Days to take in Wa- 
ter, and to ſtore ourſelves with Seals and Pen- 
guins, which would greatly eek out our Ship's 
Stores; and that then we ſhould croſs the great 
Atlantick Ocean in a milder Latitude than if we 
went directly, and ſtood immediately over from 
the Paſſage about the Cape, which muſt be, at 
leaſt, in 55 or 56, and perhaps, as the Weather 
might be, would be in the Latitude of 60 or 61. 


With this Reſolution, and under theſe Mea- 
ſures, we ſet Sail from the Iſland of St. Juan 
Fernando the 23d of September, (being the · ſame 
there as our March is here) and keeping the Coaſt 
of Chili on Board, had good Weather for about a 
Fortnight,'|Ofob, 14.] till we came into the Lati- 
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tude of 44 Degrees South; when finding the Wind 
come ſqually off the Shore from among the 
Mountains, we were oblig'd to keep farther out at 
Sea, where the Winds were leſs uncertain; and 
ſome Calms we met with, till about the Middle of 
October, | 16.| when the Wind ſpringing up at N. 
N. W. a pretty moderate Gale, we joggd S. E. 
and S. S. E. till we came into the Latitude of 
55 Degrees; and the 16th of November, found our 
ſelves in 59 Degrees, the Weather exceeding cold 
and ſevere. But the Wind holding fair, we held 
in with the Land, and ſteering E. S. E. we held 
that Courſe till we thought ourſelves entirely clear 
of the Land, and enterd into the North Sea, or 
Atlantick Ocean; and then changing our Courſe, 
we ſteer d N. and N. N. E. but the Wind'blowin 
ſtill at N. N. W. a pretty ſtiff Gale, we cou 
make nothing of it till we made the Land in the 
Latitude of 5 2 Degrees; and when we came cloſe 
under Shore, we found the Winds variable; ſo we 
made till N. under the Lee of the Shore, and 
made the Point of St. Julien the 13th of November, 
having been a Year and ſeven Days ſince we 
parted from thence on our Voyage Outwardbound. 


Here we reſted ourſelves, took in freſh Water, 
and began to kill Seals and Fowls of ſeveral Sorts, 
but eſpecially Penguins, which this Place 1s noted 
for; and here we ſtay'd, in Hopes our Fregate 
would arrive, but we heard no News of her; fo, at 
Parting, we ſet up a Poſt, with this Inſcription, 
done on a Plate of Lead, with our Names upon 
the Lead, and theſe Words; a 


Gone to Madagaſcar, December 10, 1692. 


(Being in that Latitude the longeſt Day in the 
—2 ) and I doubt not but the Poſt may ſtand 
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From hence we launch'd out into the vaſt At- 
lantick Ocean, ſteering our Coaſt E. by N. and E. 
N. E. till we had fſaild, by our Account, about 
470 Leagues, taking our Meridian Diſtance, or 
Departure, from St. Julian. And here a ſtrong Gale 
ſpringing up at S. E. by E. and E. S. E. encreaſing 
afterwards to a violent Storm, we were forced by 
it to the Norward, as high as the Tropick; not 
that it blew a Storm all the while, but it blew 
ſo ſteady, and ſo very hard, for near 20 Days 
ether, that we were carry d quite out of our in- 
tended Courſe : After we had weather'd this, we be- 
gan to recover ourſelves again, making ſtill Eaft 
and endeavouring to get to the Southward, we ha 
et another hard Gale of Wind at S. and S. S. E. fo 
ong, that we could make nothing of it at all; 
whereupon it was reſolv d, if we could, to make the 
Iſland of St. Helena, which in about three Weeks 
more we very happily came to, on the 17th of 
January. 


It was to our great Satisfaction that we found 
no Ships at all here, and we reſolvd not by any 
Means to let the Governor on Shore know our 
Ship's Name, or any of our Officers Names; and 
I believe our Men were very true to one another 
in that Point, but they were not at all ſhy of 
letting them know upon what Account we 
were, &c. ſo that if he could have gotten an 
of us in his Power, as we were afterwards told 
he endeavourd by two or three Ambuſcades 
to do, we ſhould have paſs'd our Time but very 
indifferently; for which, when we went away, 
we let him know we would not have fail'd to 
have beat his little Fort about his Ears. 


We ſtay d no longer here than juſt ſervd to re- 
freſh ourſelves, and ſupply our Want treſh 
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Water; the Wind preſenting fair, Feb. 2. 1692, we 
ſet Sail, and (not to trouble my Story with the Par- 
ticulars of theVoyage,in which nothing remarkable 
occur'd) we doubled the Cape the 13th of March, 
and paſſing on without coming to an Anchor, or 
diſcovering ourſelves, we made directly to the 
Iſland of Madagaſcar, where we arriv'd the th of 
April; the Sloop, to our particular Satisfaction, 
keeping in Company all the Way, and bearing the 
Sea as well as our Ship upon all Occaſions, 


To this Time I had met with nothing but good 
Fortune; Succeſs anſwer'd every Attempt, and 
follow'd every Undertaking, and we ſcarce knew 
what it was to be diſappointed ; but we had an 
Interval of our Fortunes to meet with in this 
Place: We arrivd, as above, at the Iſland on the 
13th of March, but we did not care to make the 
South Part of the Iſland our Retreat; nor was. it 
a proper Place for our Buſineſs, which was to 
take Poſſeſſion of a private ſecure Place to make 
a Refuge of: So after ſtaying ſome Time where 
we put in, which was on the Point of Land a 
little to the South of Cape St. Auguſtine, and 
taking in Water and Proviſions there, we ſtood 
away to the North, and keeping the Iſland in 
View, went on till we came to the Latitude of 
14 Degrees: Here we met with a very terrible 
Tornado, or Hurricane, which, after we had beat 
the Sea as long as we could, oblig'd us to run di- 
rectly for the Shore to ſave our Lives as well as 
we could, in Hopes of finding ſome Harbour or 
Bay where we might run in, or at leaſt might go 
- Into ſmooth Water till the Storm was over. 


The Sloop was more put to it than we were 
in the great Ship, and being oblig'd to run afore 
it, a little ſooner than we did, ſhe ſery'd for a 


Pilot- 
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Pilot. Boat to us which follow'd; in a Word, ſhe run 
in under the Lee of a great Head-land, which 
jetted far out into the Sea; and ſtood very high 
alſo, and came to an Anchor in three Fathom and 
a half Water : We follow'd her, but not with the 
ſame good Luck, tho' we came to an Anchor too, as 
we thought, ſafe enough; but the Sea going very 
high, our Anchor came Home in the Night, and 
we drove on Shore in the Dark among the Rocks, 
in ſpight of all we were able to do, 


Thus we loſt the moſt fortunate Ship that ever 
Man ſail d with; however, making Signals of 
Diſtreſs to the Sloop, and by the Aſſiſtance of our 
own Boat we ſav'd our Lives; and the Storm 
abating in the Morning, we had Time to ſave 
many Things, particularly our Guns, and moſt of 
our Ammunition ; and, which was more than all 
the reſt, we ſav'd our Treaſure: Tho I mention 
the ſaving our Guns firſt, yet they were the laſt 
Things we ſav'd, being oblig'd to break the up- 
per Deck of the Ship up for them. 


Being thus got on Shore, and having built us 
ſome Huts for our Conveniency, we had nothing 
before us but a View of fixing our Habitations in 
the Country; for tho' we had the Sloop, we could 
propoſe little Advantage by her; for as to cruiſing 
for Booty among the Arabians or Indians, we had 
neither Room for it or Inclination to it; and as 
for attacking any European Ship, the Sloop was 
in no Condition to do it, tho' we had all been 
on Board; for every Body knows that all the Ships 
trading from Europe to the Eaft Indies. were Ships 
of Force, and too ſtrong for us; ſo that. in ſhort, we 
had nothing in View for ſeveral Months but how 
to ſettle ourſelves here, and live as ——— 
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and as well as we could, till ſomething or other 
might offer for our Delivcrance. 


In this Condition we remain'd on Shore above 
eight Months, during which Time we built us a 
little Town, and fortify'd it by the Direction of 
one of our Gunners, who was a very good En- 
gineer, in a very clever and regular Manner, 
placing a very ſtrong double Palilado round the 
Foot of our Works, and a very large Ditch with- 
out our Paliſado, and a third Paliſado beyond the 
Ditch, like a Counterſcarp or Cover'd-way ; be- 
ſides this, we raisd a large Battery next to the 
Sea, with a Line of 24 Guns plac'd before it; and 
thus we thought ourſelves in a Condition to de- 
fend ourſelves againſt any Force that could at- 
tempt us in that Part of the World. 


And beſides all this, the Place on which our 
Habitation was built, being an Iſland, there was 
no coming eaſily at us by Land. 

But I was far from being eaſy in this Situation 
of our Affairs; ſo I made a Propoſal to our Men 
one Day, that tho we were well enough in our 
Habitation, and wanted for nothing, yet ſince 
we had a Sloop here, and a Boat ſo good as ſhe 
was, 'twas Pity ſhe ſhould lye and periſh there, 
but we ſhould ſend her Abroad, and fee what 
might happen; that perhaps it might be our good: 
Luck to ſurpriſe ſome Ship or other for our Turn, 
and ſo we might all go th Sea again: The Propo- 
ſal was well enough reliih'd at firſt Word, but the 
great Miſchief of all was like to be this, That we 

ſhould all go together by the Ears upon the Cue- 
ſion who ſhould go in her: My ſecret Deſign 
was laid, that I was reſolv'd to go in- her myſelf, 
and that ſhe ſhould not go without me; but when 
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it began to be talk d of, I diſcoverd the greateſt 
ſeeming Reſolution not to ſtir, but to ſtay with 
the reſt, and take Care ot the main Chance, that 
was to ſay, the Money. 


I found, when they ſaw that I did not propoſe 
to go myſelf, the Men were much the eaſier; for 
at firſt they began to think it was only a Project 
of mine to run away from them; and ſo indeed it 
was: However as I did not at firſt propoſe to go my 
ſelf, ſo when I came to the Propoſal of who thould 
go, I made a long Diſcourſe to them of the Ob- 
ligation they had all to be faithful one to an- 
other, and that thoſe who went in the Sloop, 
ought to conſider. themſelves and thoſe that were 
with them to be but one Body with thoie who 
were left behind; that their whole Concern ought 
to he to get ſome good Ship to fetch them off: 
At laſt, I concluded, with a Propoſal, that who 


ever went in the Sloop, ſhould leave his Money 


behind in the common Keeping, as it was before; 
to remain as a Pledge tor his faithful performing 
the Voyage, and comipg back again to the Com- 
pany z and ſhould faithinlly ſwear that whereyer 
they went, (for as to the Voyage, they were at- 
full Liberty to go whither they would) they 
would certainly endeavour to get back to Mada- 
gaſcar; and that if they were cait away, ſtranded, 
taken, or whatever betel them, they ſhonld never 


| reſt till they got to Madagaſcar, if it was poſ- 


ſible. 


They all came moſt readily into this Propoſal, 
for thoſe who ſhould go into the Sloop, but with 
this Alteration in them, (which was eaſy to he 
ſeen in their Countenances) viz. that from that 
Minute there was no ſtriving who ſhould go, 
but every Man was willing to ſtay where they 
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were: This was what I wanted, and I let it reſt 
for two or three Days; when I took Occaſion to tell 
them, that ſeeing they all were ſenſible that it 
was a very good Propoſal to fend the Sloop out 
to Sea, and ſee what they could do for us, I 
thought it was ſtrange they ſhould ſo generally 
ſhew themſelves backward to the Service for fear 
of parting from their Money; I told them that 
no Man need be afraid, that the whole Body 
ſhould agree to take his Money from him with- 
out any pretended Offence, much leſs when he 
ſhould be Abroad for their Service : But however, 
as it was my Propoſal, and I was always willing 
to hazard myſelt for the Good of them all, fo I 
was ready to go on the Conditions I had propos'd 
to them for others, and I was not afraid to flatter 
myſelt with ſerving them ſo well Abroad, that 
they ſhould not grudge to reſtore me my Share of 
Money when I came Home, and the like of all 
thoſe that went with me. 


This was ſo ſeaſonably ſpoken, and humour'd 
ſo well, that it anſwer'd my Deſign effectually, 
and I was voted to go nemine contradicente; then 
I defir'd they would either draw Lots for who 
and who ſhould go with me, or leave it in my 
abſolute Choice to pick and cull my Men : They 
had for ſome Time agreed to the firſt; and forty 
Blanks were made for thoſe to whoſe Lot it 
ſhould come to draw a Blank to go in the Sloop; 
but then it was ſaid, this might neither be a fair 
nor an effectual Choice; for Example, if the need- 
ful Number of Officers, and of particular Occu- 
pations, ſhould not happen to be lotted out, the 


Sloop might be oblig'd to go out to Sea without 


a Surgeon, or without a Carpenter, or without a 
Cook, and the like: So, upon ſecond Thoughts, 
it was left to me to name my Men; ſo ] choſe 
me 
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me out forty ſtout Fellows, and among them 
ſeveral who were truſty bold Men, fit for any 
thing. 


Being thus Mann d,B the Sloop rigg'd, and having 
clear d her Bottom, and laid in Proviſions enough 
for a long Voyage, we ſet Sail the 2d of January 
1694, for the Cape of Good Hope. We very ho- 
neſtly left our Money, as I ſaid, behind us, only 
that we had about the Value of 2000 Pound 
in Pieces of Eight allow'd us on Board for any 
Exigence that might happen at Sea. 


We made no Stop at the Cape, or at St. Helena, 
tho' we paſs'd in Sight of it, hut ſtood over to the 
Caribbee Iſlands directly, and made the Iſland of 
Tobago the 18th of February, where we took in 
freſh Water, which we ſtood in great Need of, as 
you may judge by the Length of the Voyage. We 
ſought no Purchaſe, for I had fully convinc'd our 
Men, that our Buſineſs was not to appear, as we 
were uſed to be. upon the Cruiſe, but as Traders; 
and to that End I propos to go away to the Bay 
ot Campeacby, and load Logwood, under the Pretence 
of ſelling of which we might go any where. 


It is true, I had another Deſign here, which 
was to recover the Money which my Comrade 
and I had bury'd there; and having the Man on 
Board with me to whom I had communicated my 
Deſign, we found an Opportunity to come at our 
Money with Privacy enough, having fo concealVd 
it, as that it would have lain there to the gene- 


ral Conflagration, if we had not come for it our 
ſelves. 


My next Reſolution was to go for England, only 
that I had too many Men, and did not know 
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what to do with them : I told them we could ne- 


ver pretend to go with a Sloop loaden with Log- 


wood to any Place, with 40 Men on Board, but 
we ſhould be diſcoverd; but if they would re- 
| folve to put 15 or 16 Men on Shore as private 
Seamen, the reſt might do well enough; and if 
they thought it hard to be ſet on Shore, I was 
content to be one, only that I thought it was very 
reaſonable that whoever went on Shore ſhould 
have ſome Money given them, and that all 
ſhould agree tv rendezvous in England, and ſo 
make the beſt of our Way thither, and there per- 
haps we might get a good Ship to go fetch off our 
Comrades and our Money. With this Reſolution, 
ſixteen of our Men had three hundred Pieces 
of Eight a Man given them, and they went off 
thus; the Sloop ſtood away North, thro the Gulph 
of Florida, keeping under the Shore of Carolina and 
Virginia; ſo our Men dropp'd off as if they had de- 
ſerted the Ship; three of the ſixteen run away there, 
five more went off at Virginia, three at New Tork, 
three at Road Iſland, and myſelf and one more at 
New England; and ſo the Sloop went away for Eng- 
land with the reſt. I got all my Money on Shore 
with me, and conceal'd it as well as I could; ſome 

I got Bills for, ſome I bought Moloſſes with, and 

turn'd the reſt into Gold; and dreſſing myſelf 
not as a common Sailor, but as a Maſter of a 

Ketch, which I had loſt in the Bay of Campeachy, 

T got Paſſage on Board one Captain Guillame, 

a New England Captain, whoſe Owner was one 
Mr. Fobnſon a Merchant, living at Hackney, near 
London. 


Being at London, it was but a very few Months 
before ſeveral of us met again, as I have ſaid we 
agreed to do. And being true to our firſt Defign 
of: aving back to our Comrades, we had feveral 
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cloſe Conferences about the Manner and Figure in 
which we ſhould make the Attempt, and we had 
ſome very great Difficulties appear d in our Way: 
Firſt, to have fitted up a ſmall Veſſel, it would 
be of no Service to us, but be the ſame Thing as 
the Sloop we came in; and if we pretended to a 
great Ship, our Money would not hold out; ſo we 
were quite at a Stand in our Councils what to do, 
or what Courſe to take, till at length our Money 
ſtill waſting, we grew leſs able to execute any 
Thing we ſhould project. 


This made us all deſperate; when as deſperate 
Diſtempers call for de kate Cures, I ſtarted a 
Propoſal which pleas'd them all, and this was, 
that I would endeavour among my Acquaintance, 
and with what Money I had left, (which was ſtill 
ſixteen or ſeventeen hundred Pound) to get the 
Command of a good Ship, bearing a quarter 
Part, or thereabout, myſelf; and ſo having gat 
into the Ship, and got a Freight, the reſt of our 
Gang ſhould all enter on Board as Seamen, and 
whatever Voyage we went, or whereſcever we 
were bound, we would run away with the Ship 
and all the Goods, and ſo go to our Friends as we 
had promis d. 


J made ſeveral Attempts of this Kind, and once 
bought a very good Ship, call'd, The Grifin, of one 
Snelgrove a Shipwright, and engag'd the Perſons 
concern d to hold a Share in her, and fit her out en 
a Voyage for Leghorn and Venice; when it was very 
. probable the Cargo, to be ſhipp'd on Board caſu- 
ally by the Merchant, would be very rich ; but 
Providence, and the good Fortune of the Owner 
prevented this Bargain, for without any Objection 
againſt me, or Diſcovery of my Deſign in the leaſt, 
be told meafterwards his Wife had an ugly Dream 


—— — — 
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or two about the Ship; once, that it was ſet on 
Fire by Lightning, and he had loſt all he had in 
it; another Time, that the Men had mutiny'd 
and conſpir'd to kill him; and that his Wife was 
ſo averſe to his being concern'd in it, that it had 
always been an unlucky Ship, and that therefore 
his Mind was changd;, that he would ſell the 
whole Ship, if I would, but he would not hold 
any Part of it himſelf. 


Tho' I was very much diſappointed at this, yet 
T put a very good Face upon it, and told him, I 
was very glad to hear him tell me the Particu- 
lars of his Diſſatisfaction; for if there was any 
Thing in Dreams, and his Wife's Dream had any 
Signification at all, it ſeem'd to concern me (more 
than him) who was to go the Voyage, and com- 
mand the Ship; and whether the Ship was to be 
burnt, or the Men to mutiny, tho' Part of the 
Loſs might be his, who was to ſtay. on Shore, all 


the Danger was to be mine, who was to be at Sea 


in her; and then, as he had ſaid, ſhe had been 


an unlucky Ship to him, it was very likely ſhe 


would be ſo to me; and therefore I thank'd him 


for the Diſcovery, and told him I would. not 


meddle with her. 


The Man was uneaſy, and began to waver in 
his Reſolution, and had it not been for the conti- 
nud Importunities of his Wife, I believe would 
have come on again; for People generally encline 
to a Thing that is rejected, when they would re- 
je& the ſame Thing when profer'd: But I knew 
it was not my Buſineſs to let myſelf be blew'd 


upon, ſo I kept to my Reſolution, and wh 


declin'd that Affair, on Pretence of its having got 
an ill Name for an unlucky Ship; and that Name 


ſtuck ſo to her, that the Owners could never fell 


[ 41 ] 
her, and, as I have been inform'd ſince, were 
obligd to break her up at laſt. 


It was a great while I ſpent with hunting 
after a Ship, but was every Way diſappointed, 
till Money grew ſhort, and the Number ot my 
Men leſſen d apace, and at laſt we were reducd 
to ſeven, when an Opportunity happend in my 
Way to go Chief Mate on Board a ſtout Ship 
bound from London to | 


N. B. In Things ſo modern, it is no May convenient 
to write to you particular Circumſtances and Names of 
Perſons, Ships, or Places, becauſe thoſe Things being 
in themſelves criminal, may be call'd up in Queſtion in a 
Judicial Way ; and therefore I warn the Reader to ob- 
ſerve, that not only all the Names are omitted, but even 
the Scene of Action in this criminal Part, is not laid ex- 
atly as Things were acted; leaſt I ſhould give Fuſtice 
a Clew to unravel my Story by, which no Body will 
blame me for avoiding. | 


It is enough to tell the Reader, that being put 
out to Sea, and being tor Conveniency of Wind and 
Weather come to an Anchor on the Coaſt of Spain, 
my ſeven Companions having reſolv'd upon our 
Meaſures, and having brought three more of the 
Men to contederate with us, we took up Arms 
in the middle of the Night, ſecur'd the Captain, 
the Gunner, and the Carpenter, and after that, all 
the reſt of the Men, and declar'd our Intention: 
The Captain and nine Men refusd to come into 
our projected Roguery, (for we gave them their 
Choice to go with us, or go on Shore) ſo we put 
them on Shore very civilly, gave the Maſter his 
Books, and every Thing he could carry with 
him; and all the reſt of the Men agreed to go 
'along with us. | 5 
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As ] had reſolv'd, before I went on Board, upon 


what I purpos'd to do, fo I had Rid out all the 


Money 1 had left in ſuch Things as I knew I 
ſhould want, and had caus'd one of my Men to 
pretend he was going to to build or buy 
a Ship there, and that he wanted Freight for a 
great deal of Cordage, Anchors, eight Guns, Pow- 
der and Ball, with about 20 Tun of Lead, and 
other bulky Goods, which were all put on Board 
as Merchandize. | 


We had not abundance of Bail-Goods on Board, 
which I was glad of; not that I made any Con- 
ſcience or Scruple of carrying them away, if the 
Ship had been tull of them, but we had no Mar- 
ket for them: Our firſt Buſineſs was to get a 
larger Store of Proviſion on Board than we had, 
our Voyage being long; and having acquainted 
the Men with our Deſign, and promis'd the new 


Men a Share of the Wealth we had there, which 


made them very hearty to us, we ſet Sail: We 
took in ſome Beef and Fiſh at -— Where we 
lay fifteen Days, but out of all Reach of the Ca- 
ſtle or Fort; and having done our Buſineſs, ſail'd 
away for the Canaries, where we took in ſome 
Butts of Wine, and ſome freſh Water: With the 
Guns the Ship had, and thoſe eight I had put on 
Board as Merchandize, we had then two and thir- 
ty Guns mounted, but were but ſlenderly Mann'd, 
tho we gat four Engliſh Seamen at the Canaries; 
but we made up the Loſs at Fiall, where we made 
bold with three Exglif Ships we found, and partly 
by fair Means, and partly by Force, ſhippd twelve 
Men there ; after which, without any farther 


Stop for Men or Stores, we kept the Coaſt of 


Africa on Board 'ti]l we paſsd the Line, and then 
ſtood off to St. Helena. | 


| Here 
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Here we took in freſh Water, and ſome freſh 
Proviſions, and went directly for the Cape of Good 
Hope, which we paſs d, ſtopping only to fill a- 
bout 22 Butts of Water, and with a fair Gale 
enter'd the Sea of Madagaſcar, and failing up the 
Weſt Shore, between the I{land and the Coaſt of 
Africa, came to an Anchor over againſt our Settle 
ment, about two Leagues Diſtance, and made 
the Signal of our Arrival, with firing twice ſeven 
Guns at the Diſtance of a Two-Minate Glaſs be- 
tween the Seven; when, to our infinite Joy, the 
Fort anſwer'd us, and the Long-boat, the ſame 
that belong'd to our former Ship, came off to 


We embrac'd one another with inexpreſſible 
Joy, and the next Morning I went on Shore, and 
our Men brought our Ship ſafe into Harbour, 
lying within the Defence of our Platform, and 
within two Cables length of the Shore, good ſoft 
Ground, and in eleven Fathom Water, having 
been three Months and eighteen Days on the 
V OYaBe, and almoſt three Years abſent from the 

ace. 


When I came to look about me here, I fund 
our Men had encreas'd their Number, and that a 
Veſlel which had been cruiſing, that is to ſay, Pi- 
rating on the Coaſt of Arabia, having ſeven 
Dntchmen, three Portugueſe, and five Egli ben on 
Board, had been caſt away upon the Northern 
Shore of that Iſland, and had been taken up and 
reliev d by our Men, and liv'd among them. They 
told us alſo of another Crew of European Sailors, 
which lay, as we did, on the Main of the Iſland, 
and had loſt their Ship. and were, as the Iſlanders 
told them, above a hundred Men, but we heard 


nothing who they were. 
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Some of our Men were dead in the mean Time, 
I think about three; and the firſt Thing I did 
was to call a Muſter, and fee how Things ſtood 
as to Money : I tound the Men had been very 
true to one another; there lay all the Money in 


Cheſts piled up as I left it, and every Man's Mo- 


ney having his Name upon it : Then acquainting 
the reſt with the Promiſe I had made the Men 
that came with me, they all agreed to it; ſo 
the Money belonging to the dead Men, and to the 
reſt of the forty Men who belong'd to the Sloop, 
was divided among the Men I brought with me; 
as well thoſe who join at firſt, as thoſe we took 
in at the Cape de Ferd, and the Canaries And the 
Bails of Goods which we found in the Ship, many 
of which were valuable for our own Uſe, we agreed 
to give them all to the fifteen Men mention'd 
above, who had been ſav'd by our Men, and fo 
to buy what we wanted of thoſe Goods of them, 
which made their Hearts glad alſo. 


And now we hegan to conſult what Courſe to 
take in the World: As for going to England, 


| tho' our Men had a great Mind to be there, yet 


none of them knew how to get thither, notwith- 
ſtanding I had brought them a Ship; but I, who 
had now made mylelf too pnblick to think any 
more of England, had given over all Views that 
Way, and began to caſt about for farther Adven- 


_ tures; for tho, as I ſaid, we were immenſely rich 


before, yet I abhorrd lyingſtill, and burying my 
ſelf alive, as I call'd it, among Savages and Bar- 
barians ; beſides, ſome of our Men were young in 
the Trade, and had ſeen nothing; and they lay at 


me every Day not to lie ſtill in a Part of the World 


where, as they ſaid, ſich vaſt Riches might be 
gain'd; and that the Dutehmen and Engliſhmen who 
were caſt away, as aboye, and who pur Mer 
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call'd the Comelings, were continually buzzing*in 
my Ears what infinite Wealth was to be got, if I 
would but make one Voyage to the Coaſt of Ma- 
labar, Coromandel, and the Bay of Bengale; nay, 
the three Portugneſe Seamen offer d themſelves to 
attack and bring off one of their biggeſt Galleons, 
even out of the Road of Gea, on the Malabar 
Coaſt, the Capital of the Portugueſe FaQtories 1n 

the Indies. | 


In a Word, I was overcome with theſe new 
Propoſals, and told the reſt of my People, I was 
reſolv'd to go to Sea again, and try my good For- 
ture; I was ſorry I had not another Ship or 
two, but if ever it lay in my Power to maſter 
a good Ship, I would not fail to bring her to 
them, 


While I was thus fitting out upon this new Un- 
dertaking, and the Ship lay ready to Sail, and all 
the Men who were deſign'd for the Voyage, were 
on Board, being 85 in Number; among which 
were all the Men I brought with me, the 15 
Comelings, and the reſt made up out of our old 
Number; I ſay; when I was juit upon the Point 
of ſetting Sail, we were all ſurprizd juſt in the 
Grey of the Morning to ſpy a Sail at Sea; we 
knew not what to make of her, but found ſhe was 
an Em opean Ship; that ſhe was not a very large 
Veſſel, yet that ſhe was a Ship of Force too: She 
ſeem'd to ſhorten Sail, as if ſhe look d out for 
{ome Harbour; at firſt Sight I thought ſhe was 
Engliſh, immediately I refolv'd to ſhp Anchor and 
Cable, and go out to Sea and ſpeak with her, if 
I could, let her be what ſhe would: As ſoon as'T 
was got a little clear of the Land, I fird a Gun, 
and ſpread Exgliſ Colours: She immediately 


- hroyght too, fir d three Guns, and mann d out her 
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Boat with a Flag of Truce: I did the like, and 
the two Boats ſpoke to one another in about two 
Hours, when, to our infinite Joy, we found they 
were our Comrades who we left in the South Seas, 
and to whom we gave the Fregate at the Iſle of 
Fuan Fernando. 


Nothing of this Kind could have happen'd more 
to our mutual Satisfaction, for tho we had long 
ago given them over either for Loſt, or Loſt to 
us; and we had no great Need of Company, yet 
we were overjoy d at meeting, and ſo were they 
too. | 


They were in ſome Diſtreſs for Proviſions, and 
we had Plenty; ſo we brought their Ship in for 
them, gave them a preſent Supply, and when 
we had help'd them to moor and ſecure the Ship 
in the Harbour, we made them lock all their 
Hatches and Cabins up, and come on Shore, and 
there we feaſted them five or ſix Days, for we 
had a Plenty of all Sorts of Proviſions, not to be 
exhauſted, and if we had wanted an hundred Head 
of fat Bullocks, we could have had them for aſk- 
ing for of the Natives, who treated us all along 
with all poſſible Courteſy and Freedom in their 


Way. 


The Hiſtory of the Adventures and Succeſs 
of theſe Men, from the Time we left them 
to the Time of their Arrival at our new Plan- 
tation, was our whole Entertainment for ſome 
Days. I cannot pretend to give the Particulars 
by my Memory ; but as they came to ns Thieves, 
they improv in their Calling to a great Degree, 
and, next to ourſelves, had the greateſt Succeſs of 
any of the Buccaneers whoſe Story has ever been 
made publick. [Sn | 


0" 
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I ſhall not take upon me to vouch the whole 
Account of their Actions, neither will this Letter. 
contain a full Hiſtory of their Adventures; but if 
the Account which they gave us was true, you 
may take it thus: 


Firſt, that having met with good Succeſs after 
they left us, and having taken ſome extraordinary 
Purchaſe, as well in ſome Veſlels they took at Sea, 
as in the Plunder of ſome Towns on the Shore 
near Guyaquil, as I have already told you, they 

ot Information of a large Ship which was load- 
ing the King's Money at Puna, and had Or- 
ders to fail with it to Lima, in order to its being 
carry'd from thence to Panama by the Fleet, un- 
der the Convoy of the Flotilla, or Squadron of 
Men of War, which the King's Governor at Pana- 
ma had ſent to prevent their being inſulted by the 
Pirates, which they had Intelligence were on the 
Coaſt ; by which, we ſuppoſe, they meant us who 
were gone, for they could have no Notion of theſe 
Men then. | 


Upon this Intelligence they cruis'd off and on 
upon the Coaſt for near a Month, keeping always 
to the Southward of Lima, becauſe they would 
not fall in the Way of the ſaid Flotilla, and fo 
be overpower'd and miſs of their Prize: At laſt 
they met with what they look'd for, that is to 
ſay, they met with the great Ship abovenam'd: 
But to their great Misfortune and Diſappointment, 
(as they firſt thought it to be) ſhe had with her 
a Man of War for her Convoy, and two other 
Merchant Ships in her Company. 


The Buccaneers had with them the Sloop which 
they firſt ſent to us for our Intellizence, and 
which they made a little Fregate of, cry 
1880 yy” Pony 1 eight 
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eight Guns, and ſome Patareroes : They had not 

Jong Time to conſult, but in ſhort they reſolv'd 

to double man the Sloop, and let her attack the 

great Merchant-Ship, while the Fregate, which 

was the whole of their Fleet, held the Man of 

wy in Play, or at leaſt kept him from aſſiſting 
er. 


According to this Reſolution, they put 50 Men 
on Board the Sloop, which was, in ſhort, almoſt 
as many as would ſtand upon her Deck one by 
another; and with this Force they attack'd the 
great Merchant-Ship, which, beſides its being well 
mann d, had 16 good Guns, and about 30 Men 
on Board. While the Sloop thus began the un- 
equal Fight, the Man of War bore down upon her 
td ſuccour the Ship under her Convoy, but the 
Fregate thruſting in between, engag d the Man of 


War, and began a very warm Fight with her, for 


the Man of War had both more Guns and more 
Men than the Fregate after ſhe had parted with 
50 Men on Board the Sloop: While the two Men 
of War, as we may now call them, were thus en- 
gag d, the Sloop was in great Danger of being 
worſted by the Merchant-Ship, for the Force was 
too much for her, the Ship was great, and her 
Men fought a deſperate and cloſe Fight : Twice 
the Sloop-Men enter'd her, and were beaten off, 
and about nine of their Men killd, ſeveral other 
wounded, and an unlucky Shot taking the Sloop 
between Wind and Water, ſhe was oblig'd to fall 
a-Stern, and heel her over to ſtop the Leek ; 
during which the Spaniards ſteer'd away to aſſiſt 
the Man of War, and pour'd her Broadſide in up- 
on the Fregate, which tho' but ſmall, yet at a 
Time when ſhe lay Yard-arm and Yard-arm cloſe 
by the Side of the Spaniſh Man of War, was a 
great Extrenuty however, the Fregate returns 
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her Broadſide, and therewith made her ſheer 
off, and, which was worſe, ſhot her Main-mait 
thro', tho' it did not come preſently by the 
Board, | 


During this Time, the Sloop having many 
Hands, had ſtopp'd the Leak, was brought to 
rights again, and came up again to the Engage- 
ment, and at the firſt Broadſide had the good 
Luck to bring the Ship's Foremaſt by the Board, 
and thereby diſabled her; but could not tor all 
that lay her athwart, or carry her by Boarding, 
ſo that the Caſe began to be very doubttet; at 
which, the Captain of the Sloop, finding the Mer- 
chant Ship was diſabled, ang could not get away 
from them, reſolvd to leave her a while and 
aſſiſt the Fregate; which he did, and running 
a Longſide our Fregate, he fairly laid the Man of 
War on Board juſt thwart his Hawſer; and be- 
ſides firing into her with his great Shot, he very 
fairly ſet her on Fire; and it was a great 
Chance but that they had been all three burnt 
together, but our Men helpt the Spamards them- 
ſelves to put out the Fire, and after ſome Time 
maſter'd it: But the Spaniards were in ſuch 
a terrible Fright at the Apprehenſion of the Fire, 
that they made little Reſiſtance afterwards, and 
in ſhort, in about an Hour's Fight more, the Spa- 
ſb Man of War ſtruck, and was taken; and after 
that the Merchant Ship alſo, with all the Wealth 
that was in her: And thus their Victory was as 
compleat as it was unexpected. pn 


The Captain of theSpani/h Man of War was kill'd 
in the Fight, and about 36 of his Men, and moſt 
of the reſt wounded, which it ſeems happen'd 
upon the Sloop's lying athwart her. This Man 
of War was a new Ship, and with ſome Altera- 
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but they were but thinly mann d; and as for the 
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tion in her upper Work, made a very gbd Fre- 


gate for them, and they afterwards quitted their 


own Ship, and went all on Board the Sparſþ Ship, 
taking out the Main-maſt of their own Ship, and 
making a new Fore- maſt for the Spanuiſb Ship, be- 
cauſe her Fore-maſt was alſo weaken d with ſome 
Shot in her; this, however, coſt them a great deal 
of Labour and Difficulty, and alſo ſome Time, 
when they came to a certain Creek, where they 
_ on Shore, and refreſh'd themſelves a 
While. 


But if the taking the Man of War was an un- 
expected Victory to them, the Wealth of the 
Prize was much more ſo; for they found an ama- 
zing Treaſure on Board her, both in Silver and 
Goll; and the Account they gave me was but im- 
perfect, but I think they calculated the Pieces of 
Eight to be about 13 Tun in Weight, beſides that 
they had 5 ſmall Cheſts of Gold, ſome Emeralds, 
and, in a Word, a prodigious Booty. 


They were not, however, ſo modeſt in their 
Proſperity as we were; for they never knew when 
to have done, but they muſt Cruiſe again to the 
Northward for more Booty, when to their great 
Surprize, they fell in with the Flotilla or Squa- 
dron of Men of War, which they had fo ſtudiouſly 
avoided before, and were ſo ſurrounded by them, 
that there was no Remedy but they muſt fight, 
and that in a Kind of Deſperation, having no 
Proſpect now but to ſell their Lives as dear as 
they could. 


This unlucky Accident befel them before they 
had chang d their Ship, fo that they had now the 
Sloop and both the Men of War in Company, 


who they never 
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Booty, the greater Part of it was on Board the 
Sloop, that is to ſay, all the Gold and Emeralds, 
and near half the Silver. 


When they ſaw the Neceſſity of fighting, they 
order d the Sloop, if poſſible, to keep to Wind- 
ward, that ſo fhe might as Night come on, 
make the beſt of her Way, and eſcape; but a Spa- 
ui Fregate of 18 Guns tended her ſo cloſe, and 
ſail'd ſo well, that the Sloop could by no Means 


get away from the reſt; ſo ſhe made up cloſe to 


the Buccancers Fregate, and maintain'd a Fight 
as well as ſhe could, till in the Duſk of the Even- 
ing the Spaniards boarded and took her, but moſt 
of her Men gat away in her Boat, and ſome by 
fwimming on Board the other Ship : They only 
left in her five wounded Engliſhmen, and ſix Spa- 
iſh Negroes. The five Engliſh the barbarous Spa- 
mards hang d up immediately, wounded as they 
were. 


This was good Notice to the other Men to tell 
them what they were to expect, and made them 
fight like deſperate Men till Night, and kill'd 
the Spaniards a great many Men. It prov'd a ve- 
ry dark rainy Night, ſo that the Spaniards were 
oblig'd by Neceſſity to give over the Fight till 
the next Day, endeavouring, in the mean time, 
to keep as near them as they could : But the 
Buccaneers concerting their Meaſures where they 
ſhould meet, refolvd to make Uſe of the Dark- 
neſs of the Night to get off if they could ; and 
the Wind ſpringing up a freſh Gale at 8. S. W. 
they chang'd their Courſe, and, with all the Sail 
they could make, ſtood away to the N. N. W. 
ſlanting it to Seawards as nigh the Wind as the 
could; and getting clear away from the arts 

Gy more, they made no Sta | 
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on Shore in the Ifland, and having revictual d 


1 


till they paſsd the Line, and arriv'd in about 


22 Days Sail on the Coaſt of California, where 


they were quite out of the Way of all Enquiry 


and Scarch of the Spaniards. 


Here it was they chang their Ship, as I ſaid, 
and quitting their own eſſel, they went all on 
Board the Spaniſh Man of War, fitting up her Maſts 
and Rigging, as I have ſaid, and taking out all 
the Guns, Stores, &c. of their own Ship, ſo that 
they had now a ſtout Ship under them, carrying 


40 Guns, (tor ſo many they made her carry) and 
well fturniih'd with all Things; and tho' they 


had loſt fo great a Part of their Booty, yet they 


had till left a vaſt Wealth, being ſix or ſeven 


— of Silver, beſides what they had gotten be- 
ore. 


With this Booty, and regretting heartily they 
had not practisd the ſame Moderation before, 
they reſolv'd now to be ſatisfy'd, and make the 
beſt of their Way to the Iſland of Juan Fernando, 


where keeping at a great Diſtance from the Shore, 


they ſafely arriv'd in about two Months Voyage, 


having met with ſome contrary Winds by the 
Way. 


However, here they found the other Sloop 
which they had ſent in with their firſt Booty, to 
wait for them: And here underſtanding that 
we were gone for St. Fulien, they reſolv'd, (ſince 
the Time was ſo long gone that they could 
not expect to find us again) that they would 
have tother Touch with the Spaniards, coſt 
what it would. And accordingly, having firſt bu- 
ry d the 'moſt Part of their Money in the Ground 
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their Ship in the beſt Manner they could in that 
barren Iſland, away they went to Sea. 


They beat about on the South of the Line all up 
the Coaſt of Chili, and Part of Peru, till they 
came to the Height of Lima itſelf. 


They met with ſeveral Ships, and took ſeve- 
ral, but they were loaden chiefly with Lumber 
or Proviſions, except that in one Veſſel they took 
between 40 and 50coo Pieces of Eight, and in 
another 75000. They ſoon inform'd themſelves 
that the Spaniſh Men of War were gone out of 
thoſe Seas up to Panama, to boaſt of their good 
Fortune, and carry Home their Prize; and 
this made them the bolder. But tho they ſpent 
near five Months in this ſecond Cruiſe, they 
met with nothing conſiderable ; the Spaniards be- 
ing every where alarm'd, and having Notice of 
them, ſo that nothing ſtirr'd Abroad. 


Tir'd then with their long Cruiſe, and out of 
Hope of more Booty, they began to look Home- 
ward, and to ſay to one another that they had 
enough ; ſo, in a Word, they came back to Fuan 
Fernando, and there furniſhing themſelves as well 
as they could with Proviſions, and not forgeting 
to take their Treaſure on Board with them, they 
{et forward again to the South ; and after a very 
bad Voyage in rounding the Terra del Fuego, being 
driven to the Latitude of 65 Degrees, where 
they felt Extremity of Cold, they at length ob- 
taind a more favourable Wind, viz. at S. and 
S. S. E. with which, ſteering to the North, they 
came into a milder Sea and a milder Coaſt, and 
at length arriv'd at Port St. Julien, where, to their 

reat Joy, they found the Poſt or Croſs erected 
Y us; and underſtanding that we were gone ta 
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Madagaſcar, and that we would be ſure to remain 
there to hear from them, and withal that we had 
been gone there near two Year, they reſolv'd to 


follow us. 


| 


Here they ſtaid, it ſeems, almoſt half a Year, 
partly fitting and altering their Ship, partly 
wearing out the Winter Seaſon, and waiting tor 
milder Weather; and having victuall'd their 
Ship in but a very ordinary Manner for fo long 
2 Run, viz. only with Seals Fleſh and Penguins, 
and ſome Deer they kill d in the Country, they 
at laſt launch'd out, and croſſing the great Atlan- 
tick Ocean, they made the Cape of Good Hope in 
about 76 Days, having been put to very great 


Diſtreſſes in that Time for Want of Food, all 


their Seals Fleſh and Penguins growing nauſeous 
and ſtinking in little leſs than Pall the Time of 
their Voyage; ſo that they had nothing to ſubſiſt 
on for ſeven and twenty Days, but a little Quan- 
tity of dry d Veniſon which they kill'd on Shore, 
about the Quantity of 3 Barrels of Engliſh Beef, 


and ſome Bread ; and when they came to the 


Cape of Good Hope, they gat ſome ſmall Supply, 
but it being ſoon perceiv'd on Shore what they 
were, they were glad to be gone as ſoon as they 
had fill'd their Caſks with Water, and gat but 
a very little Proviſions ; ſo they made to the Coaſt 
of Natal on the South Eaſt Point of Africa, and 
there they gat more freſh Proviſions, ſuch as 
Veal, Milk, Goats-Fleſh, ſome tolerable Butter, 
and very good Beef: And this held them out till 
they found 'us in the North Part of Madagaſcar, 


as above. bh * 


We ſtaid about a Fortnight in our Port, and 


min a ſailing Poſture, juſt as if we had been Wind- 


bound, meerly to congratulate and make merry 


—— — — 
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with our new. come Friends, when I reſolv'd to 
leave them there, and ſet Sail; which I did with 
a Weſterly Wind, keeping away North till I came 
into the Latitude of ſeven Degrees North; ſo 
coaſting along the Arabian Coaſt E. N. E. towards 
the Gu E of Perfia, in the Cruiſe I met with two 


Perfian Barks loaden with Rice; one of which I 
mann'd and ſent away to Madagaſcar, and the 
other I took for our own Ship's Uſe. This Bark 
came ſafe to my new Colony, and was a 
agrecable Prize to them; I think verily almoſt as 
agreeable as if it had been loaded with Pieces of 
Eight, for they had been without Bread a great 
while; and this was a double Benefit to them, for 
they fitted up this Bark, which carry'd about 
55 Tun, and went away to the Gulph of Perſia 
in her to buy Rice, and brought two or three 
Freights of that which was very good. 


In this Time I purſud my Voyage, coaſted 
the whole Malabar Shore, and met with no Pur- 
chaſe but a great Portugal Eaſt-India Ship, which I 
chac'd into Goa, where ſhe got out of my Reach: 
I took ſeveral ſmall Veſſels and Barks, but little 


of Value in them, till I enter'd the great Bay of 


Bengale, when I began to look about me with more 
Expectation of Succeſs, tho' without Proſpect of 
what happend. | 


I crnisd here about two Months, finding no- 


thing worth while; ſo I ſtood away to a Port 


on the North Point of the Iſle of Sumatra, where 
I made no Stay; for here I gat News that two 
large Ships, belonging to the Great Mogul, were 
expected to croſs the Bay from Hugely in the Gan- 


ges to the Country of the King of Pegu, being to | 


carry the Grandaughter of the Great Mogul to 
zu, who was to be marry'd to the King of 


i 
, 
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| that Country, with all her Retinue, Jewels, and 
Wealth. 


This was a Booty worth watching for, tho' it 
had been ſome Months longer; ſo I reſolv'd that 
we would go and Cruiſe off of Point Negaris, on 
| the Faſt Side of the Bay, near Diamond Iſle 
and here we ply'd off and on for three Weeks, 
and began to deſpair of Succeſs z; but the Know- 
ledge of the Booty we expected ſpurrd us on, 
and we waited with great Patience, for we knew 
the Prize would be immenſely rich. 


At length we ſpy'd three Ships coming right 
up to us with the Wind; we could eaſily ſee 
they were not Europeans by their Sails, and began 
to prepare ourſelves for a Prize, not for a Fight; 
but were a little diſappointed, when we found 
the firſt Ship full of Guns, and full of Soldiers, 
and in Condition, had ſhe been manag'd by Eng- 
liſh Sailors, to have fought two ſuch Ships as ours 
were ; however, we reflv'd to attack her if ſhe 


had been full of Devils as ſhe was full of Men, 


Accordingly, when we came near them, we 
fird a Gun with Shot as a Challenge ; they fir'd 
again immediately three or four Guns, but fir'd 
them ſo confuſedly that we could eaſily ſee they 
did not underſtand their Buſineſs ; when we con- 
ſider d how to lay them on Board, and fo to come 
thwart them, if we could ; but falling, for want 
of Wind, open to them, we gave them a fair 
Broadſide; we could eaſily ſee, by the Confuſion 
that was on Board, that they were frighted out 
of their Wits; they fird here a Gun and there a 
Gun, and ſome on that Side that was from us, as 
| well as thoſe that were next to us. The next 
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Thing we did was to lay them on Board, which we 
did preſently, and then gave them a Volley of our 
Small- ſnot, which, as they ſtood fo thick, killd a 
great many of them, and made all the reſt run down 
under their Hatches, crying out like Creatures 
bewitch'd : In a Word, we preſently took the Ship, 
and having ſecurd her Men, we chac'd the other 
two: One was chiefly fill'd with Women, and 
the other with Lumber. Upon the Whole, as 
the Grandaughter of the Great Mogul was our 
Prize in the firſt Ship, ſo in the ſecond was her 
Women, or, in a Word, her Houthold, her Eu- 
nuchs, all the Neceſſaries of her Wardrobe, of her 
Stables, and of her Kitchin; and in the laſt, great 
Quantities of Houſhold-ſtuff, and Things leſs coſt- 
ly, tho' not leſs uſeful. 


But the firſt was the main Prize. When my Men 
had enter d and maſter'd the Ship, one of our 
Lieutenants call'd for me, and accordingly I 
jump'd on Board; he told me, he thought no 
Body but I ought to go into the great Caban, or, 
at leaſt, no Body ſhould go there before me; for that 
the Lady herſelf and all her Attendance was there, 
and he fear d the Men were ſo heated they would 
murder them all, or do worſe. 


I immediately went to the great Cabin - door, 
taking the Lieutenant that call'd me, along with 
me, and causd the Cabin- door to be open d: 
But ſuch a Sight of Glory and Miſery was never 
ſeen by Buccaneer before; the Queen (for ſuch 
ſhe was to have been) was all in Gold and Sil- 
ver, but frighted ; and crying, and at the Sight of 
me ſhe appear'd trembling, and juſt as if ſhe was 
going to die. She fate on the Side of a kind of a 
Bed like a Couch with no Canopy over it, or any 
Cavering, only made to lie down upon; ſhe was, 


of Raviſhing. | 
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in a Manner, cover'd with Diamonds, and I, like 
a true Pirate, ſoon let her ſee that I had more 
Mind to the Jewels than to the Lady. 


However, before I touch'd her, I order'd the Lieu- 
tenant to place a Guard at the Cabin- door; and faſt- 
ening the Door, ſhut us both in, which he did : The 
Lady was young, and, I ſuppoſe, in their Count 
Eſteem, very handſome, but ſhe was not very muc 
ſo in my Thoughts: At firſt, her Fright, and the 
Danger ſhe thought ſhe was in of being kill'd, 
taught her to do every Thing that ſhe thought 
might interpofe between her and Danger; and 
that was to take off her Jewels as faſt as ſhe 
could, and give them to me; and I, without any 
great Compliment, took them as faſt as ſhe gave 
them me, and put them into my Pocket, taking 
no great Notice of them, or of her, which fright- 
ed her worſe than all the reſt, and ſhe ſaid ſome- 
thing which I could not underſtand ; however, 
two of the other Ladies came, all crying, and 
kneeld down to me with their Hands lifted up: 
What they meant I knew not at firſt, but by 
their Geſtures and Pointings I found at laſt it was 
to beg the young Queen's Life, and that I would 
not kill her, | 


J have heard that it has been reported in Eng- 
land that I raviſhd this Lady, and then uſed 
her moſt barbarouſly; but they wrong me, for I 
never offer d any Thing of that Kind to her, I 
aſſure you; nay, I was ſo far from being inclin d to 
it, that I did not like her; and there was one of her 
Ladies who J found much more agreeable to me, 
and who I was afterwards ſomething free with, 
but not even with her either by Force, or by Way 


We 
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We did, indeed, raviſh them of all their Wealth, 
for that was what we wanted, not the Women 
nor was there any other Raviſhing among thoſe 
in the great Cabin, that I can aſſure = As for 


the Ship where the Women of inferior Rank 
were, and who were in Number almoſt two hun- 
dred, I cannot anſwer for what might happen in 
the firſt Heat; but even there, after the firſt 
Heat of our Men was over, what was done, 
was done quietly, for I have heard ſome of the 
Men ſay, that there was not a Woman among 
them but what was lain with four or five Times 
over, that is to ſay, by ſo many ſeveral Men; for 
as the Women made no Oppoſition, ſo the Men 
even took thoſe that were next them, without 
Ceremony, when and where Opportunity offer d. 


When the three Ladies kneeld down to me, and 
as ſoon as I underſtood what it was for, I let them 
know I would not hurt the Queen, nor let ay 
one elſe hurt her, but that ſhe muſt give me a 
her Jewels and Money : Upon this they ac- 
quainted her that I would ſave her Life; and no 
ſooner had they aſſur'd her of that, but ſhe got 
up, ſmiling, and went to a fine Indian Cabinet, 
and open'd a private Drawer, from whence ſhe 
took another little Thing full of little ſquare 
Drawers and Holes; this ſne brings to me in her 
Hand, and offer'd to kneel down to give it me. 
This innocent Uſage began to rouſe ſome Good- 
Nature in me, (tho' I never had much) and I 
would not let her kneel; but fitting down myſelt 
on the Side of her Couch or Bed, made a Motion 
to her to fit down too: But here ſhe was frighted 
again, it ſeems, at what I had no Thought of; 
for ſitting on her Bed, ſhe thought I would pull 
her down to lie with her, and ſo did all her Wo- 


men too; for they began to hold their Hands be- 


1.50 
fore their Faces, which, as I underſtood after- 
wards, was that they might not ſee me turn up 
their Queen : But as I did not offer any Thing of 
that Kind, only made her fit down by me, they 
began all to be eaſier after ſome Time, and ſhe 
gave me the little Box or Caſket, I know not 
what to call it, but it was full of invaluable Jew- 


_ els: I have them ſtil] in my Keeping, and wiſh 


they were ſafe in England; for I doubt not but 
ſome of them are fit to be placd on the King's 
Crown. 


Being Maſter of this Treaſure, I was very wil- 
ling to be good-humour'd to the Perſons; fo I 
went out of the Cabin, and caus'd the Women to 
be left alone, cauſing the Guard to be kept ſtall, 
that they might receive no more Injury than I 
would do them my felt. 


After J had been out of the Cabin ſome Time, 
a Slave of the Womens came to me, and made 
Sign to me that the Queen would ſpeak with me 
again. I made Signs back, that I would come and 
dine with her Majeity: And accordingly I order d 


that her Servants ſhould prepare her Dinner, and 


carry it in, and then call me. They provided 
her Repaſt after the uſual Manner, and when ſhe 
ſaw it brought in, ſhe appear'd pleasd, and more, 
when ſhe ſaw me come in after it; for ſhe was 


' exceedingly pleasd that I had causd a Guard to 


keep the reſt of my Men from her; and ſhe 
had, it ſeems, been told how rude they had been 
to ſome of the Women that belong d to her. 


When I came in, ſhe roſe up, and paid me ſuch 


Reſpect as I did not well know how to receive, 


> 
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and not in the leaſt how to return. If ſhe had 
underſtood Exgliſp, I could have ſaid plainly, and 
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in good rough Words, Madam, be eaſy, we are 
rude rough-hewn Fellows, but none of our Men 
ſhould hurt you, or touch you; I will be your 
Guard and Protection; we are for Money, indeed, 
and we ſhall take what you have, but we will 
do you no other Harm. But as I could not talk 
thus to her, I ſcarce knew what to ſay ; but I ſate 
down, and made Signs to have her fit down and 
eat, which ſhe did, but with ſo much Ceremo- 


ny, that I did not know well what to do with 
It. 


After we had eaten, ſhe roſe up again, and 
drinking ſome Water out of a China Cup, ſate her 
down on the Side of the Couch, as before: When 
ſhe ſaw I had done eating, ſhe went then to an- 


other Cabinet, and pulling out a Drawer, ſne 
brought it to me; it was full of ſmall Pieces of 


Gold Coin of Pegs, about as big as an Engliſh Half 


Guinea, and I think there were three thouſand of 


them. She open'd ſeveral other Drawers, and 


ſhew'd me the Wealth that was in them. and then 


gave me the Key of the Whole. 


We had revell'd thus all Day, and Part of the 
next Day, in a bottomleſs Sea of Riches, when 
my Lieutenant began to tell me, we muſt conſi- 


der what to do with our Prifoners, and the Ships, 


for that there was no ſubſiſting in that Manner; 
beſides, he hinted privately, that the Men would 
be ruin d, by lying with the Women in the other 
Ship, where all Sorts of Liberty was both given 
and taken : Upon this we call'd a ſhort Council, 
and concluded to carry the great Ship away 
with us, but to put all the Priſoners, Queen, 
Ladies, and all the reſt, into the leſſer Veſſels, and 
let them go: And ſo far was I from raviſhing this 
dy, as I hear is reported of me, that tho I 
nnn might 
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might rifle her of every Thing elſe, yet J aſſure 
you I let her go untouch d for me, or, as I am ſa- 
tisfy d, for any one of my Men; nay, when we 
diſmiſs d them, we gave her Leave to take a great 
many Things of Value with her, which ſne would 


have been plunder'd of, if I had not been ſo care- 
ful of her. 


We had now Wealth enough, not only to make 
us rich, but almoſt to have made a Nation rich; 
and to tell you the Truth, conſidering the coſtly 
Things we took here, which we did not know the 
Value of, and beſides Gold, and Silver, and Jewels, I 
ſay, we never knew how rich we were ; beſides 
which, we had a great Quantity of Bales of Goods, 


as well Calicoes as wrought Silks; which being 
for Sale, were, perhaps, as a Cargo of Goods to 


anſwer the Bills which might be drawn upon 
them for the Account of the Bride's Portion ; all 


which fell into our Hands, with a great Sum in 


3 
© 

: 
: 


Silver Coin, too big to talk of among Engliſhmen, 


eſpecially while I am living, for Reaſons which 
I may give you hereafter. | 


T had nothing to do now but to think of coming 
back to Madagaſcar, ſo we made the beſt of our 
Way; only that, to make us quite diſtracted 
withour other Joy, we took in our Way a ſmall 
Bark loaden with Arack and Rice, which was good 
Sawce to our other Purchace; for if the Women 
made our Men drunk before, this Arack made 
them quite mad; and they had ſo little Govern- 
ment of themſelves with it, that I think it might 
be ſaid, the whole Ship's Crew was drunk for above 
a Fortnight together, till ſix or ſeven of them 
kill'd themſelves; two fell overboard and were 
drown'd, and ſeveral more fell into raging Fe- 
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vers, and it was a Wonder, in the whole, they 
were not all killd yith it. 


But, to make ſhort of the Story as we did of 
the Voyage, we had a very pleaſant Voyage, 
except thoſe Diſaſters, and we came ſafe back to 
our Comrades at Madagaſcar, having been abſent 
in all about ſeven Months, 


We found them in very good Health, and long- 
ing to hear from us; and we were, you may be 
aſſur d, welcome to them; for now we had amaſs d 
ſuch a Treaſure as no Society of Men ever poſ- 
ſeſs'd in this World before us, neither could we 
ever bring it to an Eſtimation, for we could not 
bring particular Things to a juſt Valuation. 


We livd now and enjoy d ourſelves in full Se- 
curity z for tho ſome of the European Nations, and 
rhaps all of them had heard of us; yet they _Þ| 
— ſuch formidable Things of us, ſuch terrible 
Stories of our great Strength, as well as of our 
reat Wealth, that they had no Thought of un- 
— Fri any Thing againſt us; for, as I have 
underſtood, they were told at London, that we 
were no leſs than 5000 Men ; that we had built a 
regular Fortreſs for our Defence by Land, and 
that we had 20 Sail of Ships; and I have been told 
that in France they have heard the ſame Thing: 
But nothing of all this was ever true, any more 
than it was true, that we offerd ten Millions to 
the Government of England for our Pardon. 


It is true, that had the Queen ſent any Intima- i 
tion to us of a Pardon, and that we ſhould have been 
receivd to Grace at Home, we ſhould all have 
very willingly embrac'd it; for we had Money - 8 

enough to have encourag d us all to live honeſt; 8 


| 
| 
| 
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and if we had been aſk'd for a Million of Pieces 
of Eight, or a Million of Pounds Sterling, to have 
purchas'd our Pardon, we ſhould have been very 
ready to have comply'd with it ; for we really 
knew not what to do with ourſelves, or with our 
Wealth ; and the only Thing we had now before 
us, was to conſider what Method to take for get- 
ting Home, it poſſible, to our own Country with 
our Wealth, or at leaſt with ſuch Part of it as 
would ſecure us eaſy and comfortable Lives; and, 
for my own Part, I refolvd, if I could, to make 
full Satisfaction to all the Perſons who I had 
wrong d in England, I mean by that, ſich People 
as I hadinjurd by running away with the Ship; 
as well the Owners, and the Maſter or Captain, 


© who l ſet a-ſhore in Spain, as the Merchant whoſe 


Goods I had taken with the Ship; and I was 
daily forming Schemes in my Thoughts how to 
bring this to paſs: But we all concluded that it 
was impoſſible for us to accompliſh our Deſires as 
to that Part, ſeeing the Fact of our Piracy was 
now fo publick all over the World, that there 
was not any Nation in the World that would re- 
ceive us, or any of us; but would immediately 
ſeize on our Wealth, and execute us for Pirates 
and Robbers of all Nations, 


This was confirm'd to us after ſome Time, with 
all the Particulars, as it is now underſtood in 
Europe for as the Fame of our Wealth and Power 
was ſuch, that it made all the World afraid of 
us, fo it brought ſome of the like Sort with our 
ſelves to join with us from all Parts of the World; 
and particularly, we had a Bark, and 60 Men of 
all Nations, from Martinico, who had been crui- 
ſing in the Gulph of Florida, came over to us, to 
try if they could mend their Fortunes; and theſe 
went afterwards to the Gulph of Perfia, where 


[ 65 ] | 
they took ſome Prizes, and return d to us again- 
We had after this three Pirate Ships came to us, 
moſt Engliſh, who had done ſome Exploits on the 
Coaſt of Guinea, had made ſeveral good Prizes, and 
were all tolerably rich. 


As theſe People came and ſhelterd with us, 
ſo they came and went as they would, and ſome- 
times ſome of our Men went with them, ſome- 
times theirs ſtaid with us: But by that Coming 
and Going our Men found Ways and Means to 
convey themſelves away, ſome one Way, ſome 
another. For I ſhould have told you at firſt, that 
after we had ſuch Intelligence from England, viz. | 
that they knew of all our ſucceſsful Enterprizes, 
and that there was no Hopes of our returning; 
eſpecially of mine and ſome other Men who were 
known: I ſay, after this we calld a general 
Council to conſider what to do; and there, one and 
all, we concluded that we liv'd very happy where 
we were; that if any of us had a Mind to venture 
to get away to any Part of the World, none 
ſhould hinder them, but that elſe we would con- 
tinue where we were ; and that the firſt Opportu- 
nity we had we would cruiſe upon the Erglif 
Eaſt. India Ships, and do them what Spoil we could, 
fancying that ſome Time or other they would 

roclaim a Pardon to us, ifwe would come in; and 
if they did, then we would accept of it. 


Under theſe Circumſtances we remain'd here, off 
and on, firſt and laſt, above three Year more ; 
during which Time our Number encreas'd fo, 
eſpecially at firſt, that we were once eight hun- 
dred Men, ſtout brave Fellows, and as good Sailors 
as any in the World. Our Number decreas d after- 
wards upon ſeveral Occaſions ; ſuch as the going 
Abroad to Cruiſe, wandering to the South Part & 
RK W | t 
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the Iſland, (as above) getting on Board European 
Ships, and the like. 


After I perceiv'd that a great many of our Men 
were gone off, and had carry d their Wealth with 
them, I began to caſt about in my own Thoughts 
how I ſhould make my Way Home alſo: Innu- 
merable Difficulties preſented to my View; when 
at laſt, an Account of ſome of our Mens Eſcape 
into Perſia encourag d me. The Story was this: 
One of the ſmall Barks we had taken, went to 
Guzaratte to get Rice, and having ſecurd a Cargo, 
but not loaded it, ten of our Men reſolv'd to at- 
tempt their Eſcape; and accordingly they dreſt 
themſelves like Merchant- Strangers, and bought 
ſeveral Sorts of Goods there, ſuch as an Engliſh- 
man, who they found there, aſſiſted them to buy; 
and with their Bales, (but in them pack'd up all 
the reſt of their Money) they wentup to Baſſo- 
ra in the Gulph of Perſia, and fo travell'd as Mer- 
chants with the Caravan to Aleppo, and we ne- 
ver heard any more of them, but that they went 
clean off with all their Cargo. 


This fill'd my Head with Schemes for my own 
Deliverance; but however, it was a Year more 
before I attempted any Thing, and not till I 
found that many of our Men ſhifted off, ſome and 
ſome, nor did any of them miſcarry; ſome went 
one Way, ſome another; ſome loſt their Money, and 
ſome ſav'd it; nay, ſome carry'd it away with 
them, and ſome left it behind them: As for me, 
T diſcoverd my Intentions to no Body, but made 
them all believe I would ſtay here till ſome of 
them ſhould come and fetch me off, and pretended 
to make every Man that went off promiſe to come 
for me, if it ever was in his Power, and gave eve- 
ry one of them Signals to make for me, when they 
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came back, upon which I would certainly come 
off to them. At the ſame Time nothing was more 
certain, than that I intended from the Beginning 
to get away from the Iſland, as ſoon as I could 
any Way make my Way with Safety to any Part 
of the World. 


It was ſtill above two Years after this that 
T remain'd in the Iſland; nor could I, in all that 
Time, find any probable Means for removing my 
ſelf with Safety. 


One of the Ways I thought to have made my 
Eſcape was this: I went to Sea in a Long-boat 
a fiſhing, (as we often did) and having a Sail to 
the Boat, we were out two or three Days toge- 
ther ; at length it came into my Thoughts that 
we might Cruiſe about the Iſland in this Long- 
boat, a great Way, and perhaps ſome Adventure 


might happen to us which we might make ſome- 


thing of; fo I told them I had a Mind to make 


a Voyage with the Long-boat to ſee what would 


happen. 


To this Purpoſe we built upon her, made a 
State-Room in the Middle, and clapt four Pata- 
reroes upon her Gunnel, and away we went, be- 
ing ſixteen ſtout Fellows in the Boat, not reckon- 
ing my ſelf : Thus we ran away, as it were, from 
the reſt of our Crew, tho' not a Man of us knew 
our own Minds as to whither we were going, 
or upon what Deſign. In this Frolick we ran 
South quite away to the Bay of St. Auguſtine's, in 


the Latitude of 24 Degrees, where the Ships from 


Europe often put in for Water and Proviſions. 


Here we put in, not knowing well what to 


do next : I thought . . diſappointed very much 


that 
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that we ſaw no European Ship here, tho' after- 
wards I ſaw my Miſtake, and found that it was 
better for us that we were in that Port firſt; We 
went boldly on Shore; for as to the Natives, we 
underſtood how to manage them well enough, 
knew all their Cuſtoms. and the Manner of their 
treating with Strangers as to Peace or War; their 
Temper, and how to oblige them, or behave if 
they were diſoblig d; ſo we went, I ſay, boldly 
on Shore, and there we began to chafter with 
them for ſome Proviſions, ſuch as we wanted. 


We had not been here above two or three Days, 
but that, early in the Morning, the Weather 
thick and haizy, we heard ſeveral Guns fire at 
Sea; we were not ata Loſs to know what they 
meant, and that it was certainly ſome European 
Ships coming in, and who gave the Signal 
to one another that they had made the Land, 
which they could eaſily ſee from the Sea, tho 


|, we, who were alſo within the Bay, could not ſee 


| them from the Shore: However, in a few Hours, 
the Weather clearing up, we ſaw plainly five 
large Ships, three with Engliſh Colours, and two 
with Dutch, ſtanding into the Bay, and in about 
— or five Hours more they came to an An- 
chor. | 


A little while after they were come to an An- 
chor, their Boats began ts come on Shore to the 
uſual Watering-place to fill their Calksz and 
while they were doing that, the reſt of the Men 
look'd about them a little, as uſual, tho' at firſt 
they did not ſtir vers far from their Boats. 


I had now a nice Game to play, as any Man 
in the World ever had:. It was abſolutely ne- 
| ceſlary for us to ſpeak with theſe Men; and yet 
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how to ſpeak with them, and not haye them 
ſpeak with us in a Manner that we ſhould not 
like, that was the main Point: It was with a great 
deal of Impatience that we lay ſtill one whole 
Day, and ſaw their Boats come on Shore, and 
go on Board again, and we were ſo irreſolute 
all the while, that we knew not what to do; at 
laſt I told my Men, it was abſolutely neceſſary 
we ſhould ſpeak with them, and ſeeing we could 
not agree upon the Method how to do it friendly 
and fairly, I was reſolv'd to do it by Force, and 
that if they would take my Advice, we would — 
ourſelves in Ambuſcade upon the Land ſome- 
where, that we might ſee them when they were 
on Shore, and the firſt Man that ſtraggled from 
the reſt we would clap in upon and ſeize him, 
and three or four of them if we could. As for our 
Boat, we had ſecur'd it in a Creek three or four 
Miles up the Country, where it was ſecure 
enough out of their Reach or Knowledge, 


With this Reſolution we plac'd ourſelves in twa 


Gangs; eleven of us in one Place, and only three 
of us in another, and very cloſe we lay: The 
Place we chole for our Ambuſcade was on the 
Side of a riſing Ground almoſt a Mile from the 
Watering-place, but where we could fee them all 
come towards the Shore, and fee them if they did 
but ſet their Foot on Shore. 


As we underſtood afterwards, they had the 
Knowledge of our being upon the Iſland, but 
knew not in what Part of it, and were there- 
fore very cautious and wary how they went on 
Shore, and came all very well arm'd. This gave us 
a n-w Difhculty, for in the very firſt Excurſion that 
any of them made from the Watering-place, there 
was not leſs than twenty of them, all well arm'd, 


= 
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and they paſs'd by in our Sight ; but as we were 
out of their Sight we were all very well 
pleasd with ſeeing them go by, and being 
-_ oblig d to meddle with them, or ſhow our 
elves, 


But we had not long lain in this Circumſtance, 
but, by what Occaſion we knew not, five of the 
Gentlemen Tarrs were pleas d to he willing to go 
no farther with their Companions; and thinking 
all ſafe behind them, becauſe they had found no 
Diſturbance in their going out, came back the 
= Way, ſtraggling without any Guard or Re- 
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T thought now was our Time to ſhow our 
ſelves; ſo taking them as they came by the Place 
where we lay in Ambuſeade, we plac'd ourſelves 
juſt in their Way, and as they were entring a 
little Thicket of Trees, we appear'd ; and calling 
to them in Engliſh, told — they were our 
Priſoners; that if they yielded, we would uſe 
them very well, but if they offer'd to reſiſt, they 
ſhould have no Quarter : One of them looking 
behind, as if he would ſhow us a Pair of Heels, I 


call'd to him, and told him, if he attempted to 


run for it, he was a dead Man, unleſs he could 
out-run a Muſquet · Bullet; and that we would ſoon 
det him ſee we had more Men in our Company ; 
and ſo giving the Signal appointed, our three 
Men, who lay at a Diſtance, ſhew'd themſelves in 


the Rear. 


When they ſaw this, one of them, who appear d 
as their Leader, but was only the Purſer's Clerk, 
aſk'd, Who we were they muſt yield to? And it 
we were Chriſtians? I told them, jeſtingly, We 


were good honeſt Chriſtian. Pirates, and belong d 
| a | | to 
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to Captain Avery, (not at all letting them know 
that I was Avery himſelf) and if they yielded 
it was enough; that we aflur'd them they ſhould 
have fair Quarter and good Uſage upon our Ho- 
nour; but that they muſt reſolve immediately, or 
elſe they would be ſurrounded with 500 Men, and 
we could not anſwer forwhat they might do to them. 


They yielded preſently upon this News, and 
deliver d their Arms; and we carry d them away 
to our Tent, which we had built near the Place 
where our Boat lay. Here I enter d into a parti- 
cular ſerious Diſcourſe with them about Captain 
Avery, for twas this I wanted, upon ſeveral Ac- 


counts: Firſt, I wanted to enquire what News 


they had had of us in Europe? and then to give 
them Ideas of our Numbers and Power as roman- 
tick as I could. 


They told us, that they had heard of the great 
Booty Captain Avery had taken in the Bay of Ben- 
gale; and among the reſt, a bloody Story was re- 
lated of Avery himſelf, viz. That he raviſh'd the 
Great Mogul's Daughter, who was going to be 
marry d to the Prince of gu; that we raviſh'd 3 
and forcd all the Ladies attending her Train, 
and then threw them into the Sea, or cut their 
Throats ; and that we had gotten a Booty of 
ten Millions in Gold and Silver, beſides an ineſti- 
mable Treaſure of Jewels, Diamonds, Pearls, &c- 
but that we had committed moſt inhuman Bar- 
barities on the innocent People that fell into our 
Hands. They then told us, but in a broken im- 
perfect Account, how the Great Mogul had re- 
ſented it; and that he had raiſed a great Army 
againſt the Exgliſh Factories, reſolving to root 
them out of his Dominions ; but that the Com- 
pany had appeas d him by. Preſents, and by af- 
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ſuring him that the Men who did it, were Re- 
bels to the Engliſh Government, and that the 
Queen of Exgland would hang them all when 
ever they could be taken. I ſmil'd at that, and 
told them, Captain Avery would give them Leave 
to hang him, and all his Men, when they could 
take them; but that I could aſſure him they 
were too ſtrong to be taken; that if the Go- 
vernment of England went about to provoke them, 
Captain Avery would ſoon make thoſe Seas too 
hot for the Engliſh, and they might even give over 
their Eaft-India Trade, for they little thought 
Circumſtances Captain Avery was in. 


This I did, as well to know what Notions 
you had of us in England, as to give a formidable 
Account of us, and of our Circumſtances to Eng- 
land, which I knew might be of Uſe to us ſeve- 


15 ral Ways hereafter. Then I made him tell his 


Part, which he did freely enough; he told us, 
that indeed they had receivd an Account in Eng- 
land that we were exceeding ſtrong ; that we had 


Wb ſeveral Gangs of Pirates from the Spaniſh Weſt- 
Indies, that had taken great Booties there, and 


= were gone all to Madagaſcar to join Captain Avery; 
BE that he had taken three great Eaft-India Ships, 
one Dutch, and two Portugueſe, which they had 
converted into Men of War; that he had 5000 
Men. under his Command; that he had twelve 
Ships, whereof three carry'd 60 Guns a-piece, and 
ſix more of them, from 40 to 50 Guns; that they 
had built a large Fort to ſecure their Habitations; 
and that they had two large Towns, one on 
one Side, one on the other of a River, cover d 
by the ſaid Fort, and two great Platforms or Bat- 
teries of Guns to defend the Entrance where their 
Ships rode; that they had an immenſe invaluable 
Treaſure; and that it was ſaid, Captain Avery 
| was 
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was reſolv'd to People the whole Iſland of Mada- 
gaſcar with Europeans, and to get Women from 
Jamaica and the Leeward Iſlands ; and that it was not 
doubted but he would ſubdue, and make himſelf 
King of that Country, if he was let alone a lit- 


tle longer, 
I had enjoin'd my Men, in the firſt Place, not 


to let him know that I was Avery, but that I was 
one of his Captains; and in the next Place, not 
to ſay a Word but juſt Ay, and No, as Things c- 
curr'd, and leave the reſt to me. I heard him pa- 
tiently out in all the Particulars above, and 
when he had done, I told him it was true, Cap» Y 

tain Avery was in the Ifland of Madagaſcar, and 
that ſeveral other Societies of Buccaneers and 
Freebooters were join'd him from the Spamſh 3 


Weſt-Indies ; for, ſaid I, the Plenty and Eaſe of 
our living here is ſuch, and we are ſo ſafe from 


all the World, that we do not doubt but we ſhall * 
be twenty thouſand Men in a very little Time, 4 
when two Ships which we have ſent to the e- 
Indies ſhall come back, and ſhall have told the } 


Buccaneers at the Bay of Campeachy, how we live 4 


here. 
But, ſaid I, you in Ergland greatly wrong Cap- 
tain Avery, our General, (fo I call'd myſelf, to ad- 
vance our Credit) for I can aſſure you, that except 
plundering the Ship, and taking that immenſe 
Booty which he got in the great Ship where the 
Great Mogul's Daughter was, there was not the 
leaſt Injury done to the Lady, no Raviſhing or 
Violence to her, or any of her Attendance ; and 
this, ſaid I, you may take of my certain Knows 
ledge; for, ſaid I. I was on Board the Ship with 
our General all the while : And if any of the 
Princeſs's Women were lain with, ſaid I, on Board 
the other Ship, as I believe moſt of them were, 
yet it was done with thee own Conſent a 
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good Will, and no otherwiſe; and they were all 
diſmiſs d afterwards, without ſo much as being put 
in Fear or Apprehenſions of Life or Honour, 

| ThisI aſſur'd him, (as indeed it was juſt) and 
told him, I hop, it ever he came ſafe to England, 
he would do Captain Avery, and all of us, Juſtice 
in that particular Caſe, h 

As to our being well fortify'd on the Iſland, and 
our Numbers, I aflurd them all they were far 
from thinking too much of us; that we had a 
very good Fleet, and a very good Harbour for 


them; that we were not afraid of any Force from 


© Europe, either by Land or Water; that it was, in- 
= deed, in vain to pretend to attack us by Force; 
EF that the only Way for the Government of Eng- 
land to bring us back to our Duty, would be to 


= ſend a Proclamation from England with the Queen's 
Pardon for our General and all his People, if 
they came in by a certain Time: And, added I, 
& we know you want Money in England, I dare 


* fay, faid I, our General. Captain Avery, and his 
particular Gang, who have the main Riches, 


© would not grudge te advance five or ſix Millions 
of Ducats to the Government, to give them Leave 
to return in Peace to England, and fit down qui- 


etly with the reſt. 
This Diſcourſe, I ſuppoſe, was the Ground of 
the Rumour you have had in Exgland, That Ave y 
| had offerd to come in and fubmit, and would 
give ſix Millions for his Pardon : For as theſe 
Men were ſoon atter this diſmiſs'd, and went back 
to England, there is no Doubt but they gave a 
particular Account of the Conference they had 
with me, who they call'd one of Captain Avery 
Captains. 

We kept theſe five Men ſix or ſeven Days, and 
we pretended to ſhow them the Country from 
ſome of the Hills, calling it all our own, and 

| je | oanting 
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inting every Way how many Miles we extend- 
5 — = hr them believe alſo that all 
the reſt of the Country was at our Diſpoſal, that 
the whole Iſland was at our Beck; we told them 
we had Treaſure enough to enrich the whole 
Kingdom of England; that our General had ſeve- 
ral Millions in Diamonds, and we had many 
Tuns of Silver and Gold; that we had fifty large 
Barns full of all Sorts of Goods, as well European 
as Indian; and that it would be truly the beſ | 
Way for England to do as they ſaid, namely, to 
invite us all Home by a Proclamation with a? | 
Pardon: And if they would do this, ſaid I, they 
can aſk no reaſonable Sum, but our General might 
advance it; beſides, getting Home ſuch a Body offi 
ſtout able Seamen as we were, ſuch a Number ol 
Ships, and ſuch a Quantity of rich Goods. 4 

We had ſeveral long Diſcourſes with them up 
on theſe Heads, and our frequent offering this Part 
to them with a Kind of feeling Warmth, (for it“ 
was what we all deſir d) has caus'd, I doubt not, 
the Rumour of ſuch great Offers made by us, 
and of a Letter ſent by me to the Queen, to beg 
her Majeſty's Pardon for myſelf and my Com- 
pany, and offering ten Millions of Money AC- ? 
vance to the Queen for the publick Service: All 
which is a meer Fiction of the Brain of thoſe | 
which have publi{h'd it; neither were we in any 
Condition to make ſuch an Offer; neither did I, 
or any of my Crew or Company, ever write a 
Letter or Petition to the Queen, or to any one in 
the Government, or make any Application in the 
Caſe other than as above, which was only Matter 
of Converſation or private Diſcourſe. 

Nor were we ſo ſtrong in Men or Ships, or 
any Thing like it. You have heard of the Num- 
ber of Ships which we had now with us, which 


amounted to two Ships and a Sloop, and no 
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more, except the Prize in which we took the Mo- 
gul's Daughter; (which Ship we call'd, The Great 
Mogul) but ſhe was fit for nothing, for ſhe would 
neither ſail or ſteer worth a Farthing, and indeed 

was fit tor no Uſe but a Hulk, or a Guard-Ship. 
As to Numbers of Men, they bely'd us ſtrange- 
p, and particularly, they ſeem'd only to miſtake 
Thouſands for Hundreds: For whereas they told 

us, that you in Exgland had a Report of our bei 
ſix thouſand Men, I muſt acknowledge that I 
* think we were never, when we were at the 
moſt, above ſix hundred; and at the Time when 
WT quitted the Country, I left about one hundered 
and eight Men there, and no more, and I am 
aſſurd, all the Number that now remains 
there, is not above twenty two Men, no, not in 

the whole Iſland. | 
3 Well, we thought, however, that it was no 
” Buſineſs of ours at that Time to undeceive them 
& 3n their high Opinion of our great Strength, ſo 
* we took Care to maznify ourſelves, and the 
Strength of our General, (meaning mytelt) that 
they might carry the Story to England, depend- 
ing upon it, That a Tale loſes nothing in the carry- 
F 21g. When they told us of our Fort, and the Bat- 
teries at the Mouth of the River where our Ships 
he, we inſinuated, that it was a Place where we 
did not fear all the Fleets in the World attack- 
ing us; and when they told us of the Number of 
Men, we itrove to make them believe that they 

were much many more. 

At length, the poor Men began to betir'd of us, 
| and indeed we began to be tir d of them; for we 
began to be afraid very much that they would 
| prye a little Way into our Affairs, and that a 
' little too narrowly that Way; ſo as they began 
to ſollicit their Deliverance, we began to liſten to 
their Importunitics; In a Word, we agreed to diſ- 
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miſs them; and accordingly we gave them Leave 
to go away to the Watering- place, as if they had 
w_ their Eſcape from us; which they did, 
carrying away their Heads full of all thoſe un- 
likely projected Things which you have heard 
above. k 
In all this, however, I had not the good Luck 
to advance one Step towards my own Eſcape nel 
and here is one Thing remarkable, viz. That the 
reat Maſs of Wealth I had gotten together, was ſo 
« from forwarding my Deliverance, that it 
really was the only Thing that hinder'd it moſt 
effectually ; and I was ſo ſenſible of it, that I re- 
ſolv'd once to be gone, and leave all my Wealth 
behind me, except ſome Jewels, as ſeveral of ous 1 
Men had done already: For many of them 
were ſo impatient of ſtaying here, that they found 
Means to get away, ſome and ſome, with no 
more Money than they could carry about them; 
| mw” thirteen of our Men made them- 
elves a Kind of Shaloup with a Maſt and Sail, 
and went for the Red Sea, having two Patareroes 
for her Defence, and every Man a thouſand Pieces 
of Eight, and no more, except that one Macmaw * 
an Iriſhman, who was their Captain, had five Ru- 
bies and a Diamond, which he got among the 
Plunder of the Mogul's Ship. 

Theſe Men, as I heard, gat ſafe to Mecca in 
the Arabian Gulph, where they fetch the Coffee, 
and their Captain manag'd for them all ſo well, 
that of Pirates he made them Merchants, laid out 
all the Stock in Coffee, and got a Veſlel to carry 
it up the Red Sea to Sues, where they ſold it to 
the Factors for the European Merchants, and came 
all ſafe to Alexandria, where they parted the Mo- 
ney be z and then every one ſeparated as they 
thought fit, and went their own Way. F 
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We heard of this by mere Accident afterwards, 
and I confeſs I envy d their Succeſs; and tho it 
| was a great while after this that I took a like 
Run, yet you may be ſure I form'd a Reſolution 
from that Time to do the like; and moſt of the 
I” Time that I ſtay d after this, was employ'd in pick- 
ing out a ſuitable Gang that I might depend upon, 
as well to truſt with the Secret of my going 
away, as to take with me; and on whom I might 
depend, and they on me, for keeping one anothers 
Council when we ſhould come into Europe. 

14 It was in Purſuit of this Reſolution that I went 
cis little Voyage to the South of the Iſland, 
and the Gang I took with me prov'd very truſty, 
but we found no Opportunity then for our 
Eſcape: Two of the Men that we took Priſoners 
= would fain have gone with us, but we reſolv'd to 
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truſt none of them with the real and true Diſeo- 
very of our Circumſtances; and as we had made 
them believe mighty Things of ourſelves, and of 
the Poſture of our Settlement, that we had 5000 
Men, 12 Men of War, and the like, we were re- 
:ſolvd they ſhould carry the Deluſion away with 
them, and that no Body ſhould undeceive them; 
becanſe, tho' we had not ſuch an immenſe Wealth 
as was reported, and ſo as to be able to offer ten 
Millions for our Pardon, yet we had a very great 
Treaſure; and, being nothing near ſo ſtrong as 
they had imagin'd, we might have been made a 
Prey. with all our Riches, to any Set of Adven- 
| turers who might undertake to attempt us, by 
|| - Conſent of the Government of England, and make 
the Expeditien, No Purchaſe no Pay. : 
For this Reaſon we civily declin'd them, told 
them we had Wealth enough, and therefore did 
not now Cruiſe Abroad as we uſed to do, unleſs 
we ſhould hear of another Wedding of a King's 
Nayghter : or _ unleſs ſome rich Fleet, or ſome 
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Heathen Kingdom was to be attempted; and that | 
therefore a new Comer, or auy _ of new Co- 
mers, could do themſelves no good by coming 
over to us: If any Gang of Pirates or Buccaneers 
would go upon their Adventures, and when they 
had made themſelves rich, would come and ſettle 
with us, we would take them into our Protection, 
and give them Land to build Towns and Habita- 4 
tions for themſelves, and ſo in Time we might 
become a great Nation, and inhabit the whole 
Iſland : I told them, the Romans themſelves were, 
at firſt, no better than ſuch a Gang of Rovers as 
we were; and who knew but our General, Captain 
Avery, might lay the Foundation of as great an © 
Empare as they. ® 

Theſe big Words amaz d the Fellows, and an- 3 
ſwerd my End to a Tittlez for they told ſuch 
Rhodomantading Stories of us, when they came 
back to their Ships, and from them it ſpread ſo 
univerſally all over the Eaſſ- Indies, (for they were 
Outward - bound) that none of the Engliſh or Dutch 
Ships would come near Madagaſcar again, if they, 
could help it, for a great while, for Fear of us 
and we, who were ſoon after this dwindled away 
to leſs than 100 Men, were very glad to have them 
think us too ſtrong to meddle with, or ſo ſtrong 
that no Body durſt come near us. 5 

After theſe Men were gone, we rovd about to 
the Eaſt Side of the Iſland, and in a Word, knew 
not what to do, or what Courſe to take, for we 
durſt not put out to Sea in ſuch a Bauble of a Boat 
as we had under us; but tird at laſt, we came 
back to the South Point of the Iſland again; in 
our rounding the Iſland we ſaw a great Engliſh-built 
Ship at Sea, but at too far Diſtance to ſpeak with 
her; and if it had not, we knew not what to 
have ſaid to her, for we were not ſtrong enough to 
attack her: We judgd by her Courſe, ſhe 
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away from the Iſle of St. Maurice or Mauritius, 
for the Cape of Good Hope, and muſt, as we ſup- 

sd, come from the Malabar Coaſt, bound Home 
* England; fo we let her go. 

We are now return'd back to our Settlement on 
the North Part of the Iſland; and I have ſingl'd 
F out about 12 or 13 bold brave Fellows, with 
whom I am reſolv'd to venture to the Gulph of 
W& Perſia ; twenty more of our Men have agreed to 
carry us thitheras Paſſengers in the Sloop, and try 
their own Fortunes afterwards, for they allow we 
are enough to go together. We reſolve, when we 
A come to Baſſaro, to ſeparate into three Compa- 
nies, as if we did not know one another; to dreſs 
3 ourſelves as Merchants, for now we look like 
Hell hounds and Vagabonds; but when we are 
well dreſs'd, we expect to look as other Men do. 
if I come thither, I purpoſe, with two more, to 
ive my Companions the Slip, and travel as Ar- 
=” menians thro' Perſia to the Caſpian Sea, ſo to Con- 
F ftantinople ; and I doubt not we ſhall, one Way or 
F®>other, find our Way, with our Merchandize and 
Money, to come into France, if not quite Home to 
ny own Country. Aſſure youſelf, when I arrive 
. in any Part of Chriſtendom, I will give you a far- 
| 4 ther Account of my Adventures. 


Tour Friend and Servant, 


AVERY. 


The End of the Firſt Letter. 


ROI E my laſt Letter to you from 
MAadagaſcar, where I had continu'd ſo 
An a; long till my People began to drop from 
me, ſome and ſome, and, indeed, I had, 
at laſt, but few left; ſo that I began to appre- 
hend they would give an Account in Eurepe, how 
weak I was, and how ealy it was to attack me; 


nay, and to make their Peace, might ſome of 


them, at leaſt, offer their Service to be Pilots to 
my Port, and might guide the Fleets or Ships 
that ſhould attempt me. | 


With theſe Apprehenſions, I not only was un- 
eaſy myſelf, but made all my Men uneaſy too 
for, as I was reſolv'd to attempt my own Eſcape, 
I did not care how many of my Men went 
fore me: But this you muſt take with you by the 
Bye, that I never let them imagine that I in- 
tended to ſtir from the Spot myſelf; I mean, after 
my Return from the Ramble that I had taken 
round the Iſland, of which I have given you an 
Account; but, that I refolv'd to take up my Reſt 
in Madagaſcar as long as L livd ; indeed, before 
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faid otherwiſe, as I wrote you before, and made 


them all promiſe to fetch me away, but now I 


gave it out that I was reſolvd to live and die 


here; and therefore, a little before I refoly d up- 


on-going, I ſet to Work to build me a new Houle, 
and to plant me a pretty Garden at a Diſtance 


from our Fort; only I had a ſelect Company, to 
whom I communicated every Thing, and who 


reſolv'd that, at laſt, we would go altogether, 
but that we would do it our own Way. 


When I had finiſh'd my new Houſe, (and a 
mighty Palace you would ſay it was, if you had 
been to ſee it) I remov'd to it, with eight of the 
Gang that were to be my Fellow adventurers ; 
and to this Place we carry'd all our private 
Wealth, that is to ſay, Jewels and Gold; as to our 


Share of Silver, as it was too heavy to remove, 


and muſt be done in Publick, I was obligd to 
leave it behind; but we had a Stratagem for that 
too, and it was thus: 


We had a Sloop, as you have heard, and ſhe 
Hy in our Harbour, tis true; but ſhe lay ready to 
fail upon any Occaſion ; and the Men, who were 
of our Confederacy, who were not with me at 
my Country-houſe, were twelve in Number : 
Theſe Men made a Propoſal, that they would 
take. the Sloop, and go away to the Coaſt of 
Malabar, or where elſe they could ſpeed to their 
Mind, and buy a Fraight of Rice for the publick 
Account: In a free State as we were, every Body 
was free to go wherever they would, ſo that no 
Body opposd them; the only Diſpute at any 

Time, was, about taking the Veſlel we had to go 

in: However, as theſe Men ſeem'd only to act 

upon the publick Account, and to go to buy Pro- 
HOLE ofter d to deny them the Sloop, ſo 
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they prepar'd for their Voyage: Juſt as they were 
ready to go, one of them ſtarts it to the reſt, that 
it was very hazardous and difficult to run ſuch a 
Length every now and then to get a little Rice, 
and if they would go, why ſhould they not bring 
a good Quantity? This was ſoon reſolv'd , ſo they 


agreed, they ſhould take Money with them to 


buy a good Ship wherever they could find her, 


and then to buy a Loading of Rice to fill her up, 


and ſo come away with her. 


When this was agreed, they reſolv'd to take no 
Money out of the grand Stock, but to take ſuch 
Mens Money as were gone, and had left their 
Money behind; and this being conſented to, truly, 
my Friends took the Occaſion, and took all their 
own Money, and mine, (being 64 little Cheſts 
of Pieces of Eight) and carry dit on Board, as if 
it had been of Men that were Prick'd-run, and no 
Body took any Notice of it, Theſe twelve Men 
had alſo now got twelve more with them, under 
Pretence of manning a Ship, if we ſhould buy 
one, and in this Pickle away they put to Sea. 


We had due Notice of every Thing that was 
done; and having a Signal given of the Time 


they reſolv'd to go, we pack'd up all our Trea- 


ſure, and began our March to the Place ap- 
pointed, which from our Quarters was about forty 
Mile farther North. | 


Our Habitation, that js to ſay, my new Houſe, 
was about ſixteen Miles up the Country, ſo that 
the reſt of our People conld have no Notice of our 
March, neither did they miſs us, at leaft, as I 
heard of, for we never heard any more of them; 


nor can I imagine what Condition or Circum- ' 


ſtance they cau be in at preſent, if they are ſtill 
' g M 2 a upon 
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upon the Place, as, however, I believe ſome of 
them are. 


We join'd our Comrades, with a great Deal of 
Eaſe, abont three Days afterwards, for we march'd 
but ſoftly, and they lay by for us: The Night 
before we went on Board, we made them a Sig- 
nal by Fire, as we had appointed, to let them 
know where we were, and that we were at Hand; 
ſo they ſent their Baat and feteh'd us off, and 
1 without any Notice taken by the 

eſt, 


As we were now looſe, and at Sea, our next 
Buſineſs was to reſolve whither we ſhould go; 
and I ſoon govern the Point, reſolving for Baſ- 
Jaio in the Gulph of Perfia, where I knew we 
might ſhift for ourſelves: Accordingly, we ſteer d 
away for the Arabian Coaſt, and had good Weather 
for ſome Time, even till we made the Land at a 
great Diſtance, when we ſteerd Eaſtward along 
the Shore. 


We ſaw ſeveral Ships, in our Way, bound to 
and from the Red Sea, as we ſuppos'd, and, at 
another Time, we would have been ſure to have 
ſpoken with them: But, we hed done Pirating , 
our Buſineſs now was, how to get off, and make 
our Way to ſome Retreat, where we might enjoy 
what we had got; ſo we took yo Notice of any 
Thing by the Way; but, when we was thus ſail- 
ing merrily along, the Weather began to change, 
the Evening grew black and cloudy, and threat- 
end a Storm: We were in Sight of a little Iſland, 
(I know nothing of its Name) under which we 
might have anchor'd with Safety enough, but our 
People made light of it, and went ou. 


About 


, 
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About an Hour after Sun-ſet the Wind began 
to riſe, and blew hard at N. E. and at N. E. by N. 
and in two Hours Time encreas'd to ſuch a Tem- 

ſt, as in all my Rambles I never met with the 
like ; we were not able to carry a Knot of Sail, or 
to know what to do, but to ſtow every Thing 
eloſe, and let her drive; and, in this Condition 
we continu'd all the Night, all the next Day, and 
Part of the Night after; towards Morning the 
Storm abated a little, but not ſo as to give us any 
Proſpect of purſuing our Voyage; all the Eaſe we 
had, was, that we could juſt carry a little Sail to 
ſteddy the Veſlel, and run away before it ; which 
we did at that violent Rate, that we never 
abated *till we made Land on the Eaſt Side of 
Madagaſcar, the very Land we came from, only 
on the other Side of the Iſland. 


However, we were glad we had any Place to 
run to for Harbour; ſo we put in under the Lee 
of a Point of Land that gave us Shelter from the 
Wind, and where we came to an Anchor, after 
being all of us almoſt dead with the Fatigue; and, 
if our Sloop had not been an extraordinary Sea- 
boat, ſhe could never have born ſuch a Sea, for 
twelve Days together, as we were in, the worſt 
I ever ſaw before or ſince. We lay here, to re- 
freſh ourſelves, about twenty Days; and, indeed, 
the Wind blew ſo hard all the while, that if we 
had been diſpos to go to Sea, we could not have 
done it; and, being here, about ſeven of our Men 
began to repent their Bargain, and left us, which 
I was not ſorry for. It ſeems, the principal Rea- 
ſon of their looking back, was, their being of 
thoſe who had left their Money behind them. 
They did not leave us without our Conſent, and 
therefore our Carpenters built them a Boat, during 
the three Weeks we ſtay'd here, and fitted it 
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very handſomely for them, with a Cabin for their 
Convenience, and a Maſt and Sail, with which 
they might very well {ail round to our Settle- 
ment, as we {uppoſe they did: We gave them 
Fure-arms and Ammunition ſufficient, and left 
them furniſhing themſelves with Proviſions z and 
this, we ſupyoſe, was the Boat, tho' with other 
Men in it, which adventur'd afterwards as far as 
the Cape of Good Hope, and was taken up by a 
eſe in Diſtreſs, by which Means they got 
Paſſage for themſelves to Liſbone, pretending they 
had made their Eſcape from rhe Pirates at Mada- 
gaſcar ; but we were told, that the Portugueſe Cap- 
tain took a pood deal of their Money from 
them, under Pretence of keeping it from his own 
Seamen; and that when they came on Shore, and. 
began to claim it, he threaten'd them with takin 
them up, and proſecuting them for Pirates, which 
made them compound with him, and take about 
10000 Dollars for above 120000, which they had 
with them; which, by the Way, was but a ſcur- 
vy Trick: They had, it ſeems, a conſiderable 
Quantity of Gold among them, which they 
had the Wit to conceal from the Captain of the 
Ship, and which was enough for ſuch Fellows 
as them, and more than they well knew what to 
do with; ſo that they were rich enough ſtill, 
tho the Potugat Captain was nevertheleſs a Knave 
for all that. 


We left them here, as I have ſaid, and put to 
Sea again ; and, in about twenty Days Sail, having 
pretty good Weather, we arrivd at the Gulph 
of Perfia : It would be too long to pie you an 
Account of the particular Fortunes of ſome of our 
People after this, the Variety of which would fill 
a Volume by itſelf: But, in the firſt Place, we, 
who were determin'd to travel, went on Shor 
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at Baſſaro, leaving the reſt of our Men to buy 
Rice, and load the larger Veſlel back to their 


Comrades, which they promis'd to do; but how 
far they perform'd I know nat. | | 


We were thirteen of us that went on Shore here; 
from whence we hir'd a kind of Barge, or rather 
a Bark, which, after much Difficulty, and very 
unhandy Doings of the Men who we had hir d, 
— wh us to Babylon, or Bagdat, as it is now 
call'd. 


Our Treaſure was ſo great, that if it had been 
known what we had about us,I am of Opinion we 
ſhould never have troubl'd Europe with our Com- 
pany : However, we gat ſafe to Babylon or Bag- 
dat, where we kept ourſelves Incog "a a while, 
took a Houſe by ourſelves. and lay four or five 
Days ſtill, till we had got Veits and long Gowns 
made to appear Abroad in as Armenian Mer- 
chants. After we had got Cloaths, and look'd like 
other People, we began to appear Abroad; and I, 
that from the Beginning had meditated my Eſcape. 
by myſelf, bega: now to put it into Practice; and, 
walking one Mornirg upon the Bank of the River 
Eupbrates, I mus d with myſelf what Courſe I ſhould 
take to make off, and get quite away from the 
Gang, and let them not ſo much as ſuſpect me. 


While I was walking here, comes up one of my 
Comrades, and one who I always took for my 
particular Friend: I know what you are employ d 
in, ſaid be, while you ſeem only to be muſing, 
and refreſhing yourſelf with the coo] Breeze, W hy, 
ſaid IJ, what am I muſing about > Why, ſaid be, 
you are ſtudying how you ſhould get away from 
us; but, muſe upon it as long as you will, ſays be, 
you ſhall never go without me, for I am reſoly'd 
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to go with you which Way ſoever you take. 


"Tis true, ſays I, T was muſing which Way I ſhould 
$0» but not which Way I ſhould go without you; 
or tho' I would be willing to part Company, 
et you cannot think I would goalone; and you 
now I have choſen you out from all the Com- 
pany to be the Partner of all my Adventures. 


Very well, ſays be, but I am to tell you now, 


that it is not only neceſſary that we ſhould not 


all together; but, our Men have all con- 
cluded, that we ſhould make our Eſcape every 
one for himſelf, and ſhould ſeparate as we could; 
ſo that you need make no Secret of your Deſign 


any more than of the Way you intend to take. 


I was glad enough of this News, and it made 


me very eaſy in the Preparations we made for 
- our ſetting out: And, the firſt Thing we did, 


+ 


was, to get us more Cloaths, having ſome made of 
one Faſhion, ſome of another; but, my Friend 
and I, who refolv'd to keep together, made us 


Cloaths after the Faſhion of the Armenian Mer- 
chants, whoſe Country we pretended to travel 
through. 


In the mean Time, five of our Men dreſs'd like 
Merchants; and, laying out their Money in Raw 
Silk, and Wrought Silks, and other Goods of the 
Country, proper for Europe, (in which they were 
directed by an Engliſh Merchant there) reſolvd to 


take the uſual Rout, and travel by the Caravans 


gers; the other ſix divided payee, one Half 


from Babylon to Aleppo, and fo to Scanderoon, and 
we ſtaid and ſaw them and their Bales go off 
in Boats for a great Town on the Eupbrates, 
where the Caravans begin to take up the Paſſen- 


them went for Agra, the Country of the Great 
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Mogul, reſolving to go down the Riyer Hugely 
to Bengals; but whither they went afterward, of 
what Courſe they took, I never knew, neither 
whether they really went at all or not. | 


The other three went by Sea, in a Perfian Veſſel, 
back from the Red Sea to the Gulph of Mocca, and 
J heard of them all three at Ma; ſeilles, but whi- 
ther they went afterwarcs I never knew, nor could 
I come to ſpeak with them even there. - 


As for me and my Friend, we firſt laid out all 
the Silver we had in European Ware, ſuch as we 
knew would vend at Iſpahan, which we carry'd 
upon twelve Camels, and hiring ſome Servants, 
as well for our Guide as our Guard, we ſet 
out. 


The Servants we hird were a Kind of Arab, 
but rather looking like the Great Mogul's People, 
than real Arabians; and, when we came into Per- 
fra, we found they were look'd upon as no better 
than Dogs, and were not only us'd ill, but that 
we were us d ill for their Sakes; and after we were 
come three Days into the Pez: ſan Dominions, we 
found ourſelves oblig'd to part with them; ſo we 
gave them three Dollars a Man to go back again. 


They underſtood their Buſineſs very well, and 
knew well enough what was the Reaſon of it, 
though we did not: However, we found we had 
committed a great Miſtake in it; for we pexceiv'd 
that they were ſo exaſperated at being turp d off, 
that they vow'd'to be teveng'd, and, indeed, they 
had their Revenge to the full; tor the ſame Day, 
at Night. they return d in the Dark, and ſet ele- 
ven Houſes on Fire in the Town, where wequar- 


ter d, whioh, by the Way, had gone near tochaye 
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coſt me wy Life, and would certainly have done 
ſo, if in the Hurry I had not ſeiz'd one of the 
Incendiaries, and deliverd him up to them. 


Ihe People were ſo provok d at him that was 
taken, that they fell upon him with all poſſible 
Fury, as the common Incendiary and Burner of 
the Town, and preſently quitted us; for they had 
before vbw'd our Deſtruction, but, as J ſaid, quit- 
ted us immediately, and throng'd about the Wretch 
they had taken; and, indeed, I made no Queſtion 
but that they would have immediately murder'd 
him, nay, that they would have torn him in 
Pieces before they parted with him; but after they 
had vented their Rage at him for ſome Time, 
with all poſſible Reproaches and Indignities, they 
carry d him before the Cadi, or Judge of the Place; 
the Cadi, a wiſe grave Man, anſwer' d. No, he 
would not judge him at that Time, for they were 
too hot and paſſionate to do Juftice; but they 
ſhould come with him in the Morning, when they 
were cool, and he would hear them. 


It is true, this was a moſt excellent Step of 
the Cadi, as to the right Way of doing Juſtice ; 
but it did not prove the moſt expedient in the 
preſent Occaſion ; though that was none of his 
Fault neither; for in the Night the Fellow got 


out of their Hands, by what Means, or by whoſe * 


. Aſſiſtance, I never heard to this Day; and the 

Cadi find the Town in a conſiderable Sum, for 

letting a Man, accus'd of a capital Crime, make 
his Eſcape before he was adjudg'd, and, as we call 
it, diſcharg'd according to Law. | 


This was an eminent In dance of the Juſtice of 
theſe People; and, thorgh they were doubly en- 
ar the Eſcape of the FeHow, who: without 
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Doubt, was guilty, yet they never open'd their 
Mouths againſt the Cadi; but acquieſcd in his Judg- 
ment, as in that of an Oracle, and ſubmitted to 
the national Cenſure, or Cenſure according to the 
Cuſtom of their Nation, which he had paſs d up- 
on them in their publick Capacity for the Eſcape 
of the Man. 


We were willing to get out of this Place as 
ſoon as we could ; tor we found the Peoples Rage, 
which wanted an Object to vent itſelf upon, be- 
gan to threaten us again: So having pack d up 
our Goods, and gotten five ordinary Camel-Drt- 
vers for our Servants in the Country, we ſet out 
again, | 


The Roads in Perſia are not ſo much frequented, 
as to he well accommodated with Inns, fo that 
ſeveral Times we were obligd to lodge upon the + 
Ground in the Way ; but our new Servants took 
Care to furniſh us with Lodging; for as ſoon as we 
let them know we wanted Reſt, and inclin'd to ſtop, 
they ſet up a Tent for us, in ſo ſhort a Time, that 
we were ſcarce able to imagine it poſſible, and 
under this we encampd, our Camels being juſt. 
by us, and our Servants and Bales lying all. 
hard by. Y 


Once or twice we lodg'd in publick Inns, built 
at the King of Perfia's Charge: Theſe are fair large 
Buildings, built ſquare, like a large Inn, they 
have all of them large Stables, and good Forrage 
for the Camels and Horſes, and Apartments for 
perhaps two or three hundred People, and they. 
are call'd Caravanſera's, as being built to enter- 


tain whole Caravans of Travellers: On the great 
| ; N 2 Road 


920 
Roads to Tauris and the Side of Turky they are 


all fortify'd, and are able to entertain five or ſix 
Thouſand People, and have a Stock to furniſh 


| what Number of Men can come with Proviſions 
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nay, it has been known, that whole Armies of 
the Perſians have on their March been farniſh'd 
with Proviſionsin one of theſe Caravanſera's, and 
that — 1 kill'd 2000 Sheep for them in one 
ime. 


In this Manner we travell'd to Iſpahan, the Ca- 
pital of Perſia, where appearing as Merchants, and 
with ſeveral Camels loaden with Merchandize, 
we pafſs'd all Poſſibility of Suſpicion, and being 

rfectly eaſy, we continu'd here ſome Time, 
old our Cargoes, and would gladly have remit- 
ted the Money to other Places, as for @onftanti- 
le in particular; but we found the Tus and 
Perſians have no ſuch Thing as an Exchange, by 
Bills running between them and other Nations, 


nod, nor between one Town and another. 


We were invited here by a ſudden Accident to 
have gone Home by the Caſpian Sea and Aftra- 
can, fo thro' Muſcovy; but I had heard ſo much 
of the Barbarity alas 'Ruſfans, the dangerous 
Navigation of the Caſpian Sea by Reaſon of the 
Calms and Shoals, the Hazard of being robb'd by 


| the Tartars on the River Volga, and the like, that 


F choſe to travel to Conſtantinople, a Journey 
through Deſarts, over Mountains and Waſtes, a- 
mong ſo many Sarts of Barbarians, that I would 
run any Kmd of Hazards by Sea, before I would 
attempt fuch a Thing again. 


It 
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It would deſerve another Hiſtory to let yon 
into all the different Circumſtances of this Jour- 
ney; how well I was us d by ſome, and how ill 
by others; nay, how well by ſome Mahometans, 
how ill by ſome Chriſtians: But it ſhall ſuffice 
to tell you, that I am at prefent at Conflanti- 


nople; and, tho I write this here, I do not pur- 


poſe to ſend it to you till I come to Marſeilles 
in France; from whence I intend to go and live 
in ſome inland Town, where, as they have, 
perhaps, no Notion of the Sea, ſo they will not be 
inquiſitive after us. 


I am, Cc. 
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